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This  is  in  response  to  a request  on  May  19,  1975, 
that  we  review  our  files  for  any  inf ormtionconcerning 
possible  U.  S.  Government  involvement  in  **1°*  *° «?5!£  1 * 

the  former  Dominican  Republic  Dictator  Raphael  I^onida 

Trujillo*  =-* 

A review  was  conducted  of  logical  files?  however,  no 
information  was  locates  indicating  0.  S.  Government  involve- 
ment in  the  assassination  of  Tru j ^° '**■**.  ^^ad  the1 
^ISi^^^SUl^siS^f  Trujillo. 

1 - The  Deputy  Attorney  General  y<,  l : 


“TS‘:r  - a^S, 

/ ^W%,  s WUL  8 137S  u REC-102  Q)  JL  ■*  / / /p\Q  (c6 

f Reference  is /made  to  legal  Counsel  memorandum  to 

1 '/'  HrT  £)  b.  Adams  S/20/75,  captioned  •STOSTgpY  - 7^.  ** 

, was  indicated  that  on  S/19/75,  it  was  requested  that  the  Bureau 

i determine  through  its,  files  what,  ^ormationtheymight  have 

; concerning  possible  Government  involvement  ln.a .Pjf1  , , - 

sinate  Dominican  Republic  Dictator  Raphael  Trujillo  r-  TTSlormatio 
re  the  .5/19/75  conversation -furnished  orally  by  Director  to 
sec.  Dir Mps”-  Adams  * r j >■  . ’ " ^ Si\  i 

rhrtr  this"  regard  i all  sections  of  the  rn  a.1  i 

'LJ.W.L  Trujillo  (109-485),  as  well  as  a Correlation  Summary  dated 
;emp.syy — /) 9/26/74  prepared  from  ft  review  of  ftll  *eee-  references  to  % 
blithe8 subject^  were  reviewed  with  negative  results.  Additionally, 
r^IjSn  connection  with  a recent  request  fromtheRockefell^^  ■ J 
“"’  -T^Commission  concerning  any  information  in  Bureau  files  which  would 
*7*3*  show  connection  of  CIA  with  Mafia  personalities,  a review  «s 

Lotereto*y  nade  by  IS-3  of  the  CIA  relations  files,  specifically  directed  p 

piot.  a e.oi.  _ ^ any  information  concerning  CIA  involvement  in  assassination  u- 

S^fssa.Sv^-'sa^'sss^®^ 'J 
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T:  assassination  or  pr~sirr\T 
^.IK  FITZG^LD  inaSm^ 

22.  1903 
DALLAS,  TEXAS 

ru*  • v - >7  f , 
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Oj  f?cbKrd  rf  Morgan # The  Chin ir  .Tnf+^fL  posnessir 

bov.evcr.  It  \:as  detorrined  ''er^nn  «i  i Ce  ^efuse<J  to  see  Eorgan^v 
Gcnorai  Robert  F * Kennedy  wra!^  forcer  Attorney 

bixl  Castro.  All  of  +ni  tani2e«  a croup  to  go  to  Cuba  to 
except  one  person  who  escarSd^ftnrf1*®  ^illcd  or  imprisoned 
1 jearatec  cl  the  P:oi°  decfSId’to ^S&°ntly’  cfter  c«‘ro 
• kill  President  Kenned v and  tliat°h£  h<  *"5  Jhe  essi°  Procedure  to 
Itiia  inf  oration  allc-edlv  i?*!  5 hired  to*dothe  iob 

Secret  Service  ncSe^^oSnc^oViJT  ?*'*****'*& 
lie  never  showed  up.  ent . taIk  to  Hor^n ; however. 
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Presidenf^Rson^kred  the^a^to^nto^®  H2-Rsl»?dvia'ed  th?- 

any  ljio'.vlodro r-jfrhf-  _ k 5 interview  fcbaS^lh  concern— 
■of  President  Kenm^oy  * **  a concerning  the^sfkasslRatier 

j!  Office  A-J^^Du^to^ttcrny  ?"  3{S0/S7  »>y  Ifasfclnctor.  ricltf 
iwvio  not  identify  the  ptUo^  IffBb* 

iconccmin-  the  assassination  ™3  fdlnished  bin  inforaStiea 
directly  involved  la  clients,  vhile  net 

•rlet.  'joTMn  al leper,  hie  iHents  ^?c’„  “S  tnoxlc<:se  cf  the 
jAprncy  (oWtSujl,  Central  Intcllir^  ? * by  * Gov«rm»oat 
the  nsscssination  of  Fidel  Ca^ til"  I‘«S  CIA>  to  plot 

|the  plot,  and  thoronftcr,  dJ«-^tcbed  fce^-2*  Castro  learned  of 
,1‘*  5*  f°>*  tbo  purpose  of  rssass^nt?«i  o 6 assassins  to  tho 
renid  his  clients  wore  -rare  of  ^ p>*^ident  Kennedy,  p0 

jlndivideala,  and  he”r.d'e"t0^  Jf?  “•»«*  •*  *<>•«  of  ihete 
•S!-  - •-  " “ • r“t00d  .t.hat  tec  6i1Ch  individuals  yerc 
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Kcr.or;ndun  I' Ah  to  DeLoncb  A 

RE:  /.SSr.wS Ih'mc.:  CP  ICEh’T  JFK  £~  * TV-j 

seW-:'v»=^?T;i»i  *i"°  st^“d  th“t  one  of  the  clients  ho  reprc- 

htqSricS  ?l  is"tl^?/n?lVld?aI  ?f  t’’°  C»th»lic  faith.  Shea 

such  - rroi<v'V*-»il,*i%iCUr'A  asto  v*y  he  became  involved  in 
indic-t^tho n JJf  assassination  of  Castro,  his  client  : 
th-t  thT«  5*  Project  was  so  highly  patriotically  motivated  ‘ 
that  this  overrode  personal  ethical  or  moral  considerations. 

*.  • OK’ing  1961,  we  conducted  an  investiration  of  a 
| gt®J;;?10a  °f  Unauthorized  Publication  or  Use  of  Communication 
f Statute  on  the  part  of  Arthur  Jar.es  Eallqtti.  arrested  in 

j chJrrc!;nS/,Ure'i?vc4?y  !°“V'i!to'UUS  0n  a r ira  ttnpiig 

I raheu  i :ti5*tXOn  doterKinl!d  ‘his  Involved  Robert  A. 

I behalf  of  rTA°odvr5CtiVei  that  covera?e  was  instituted  in 
| through°Hoodlua  ~~ 1^“  intCU iEcnce  dat*  ' ‘ 

I Vahcu  n!ie<«?CCkC?*With  ?IA  and  learned  CIA  was  utilizing 
I intermediary  with  Sani  Giancana,  relative  to  CIAfs 

I nished  1 hf  ?Sef aC?lvltl“-  *»  5/22/6?  « 

! thehrunL^t2f  ci^2  ?«y*?CIiGral  Kcnnedy  a acaorandua  containing 
, xne  runco./n  of  CLi  s involvement  of  this  which  involved  Maheu  b 

i c?stro°'  «ft«c<ir*dHby+CIA  to-aPProacb  Sac  Giancana  to  have 

i f i a"ed  Rt  a cost  of  $150,000.  On  5/9/62  Kennedy 
«urh  lG  had . issued  orders  that  CIA  should  never  undertake* 

^Cf^^ithOUt  first  chccl:lns  with  *the  Department  of 
attaih?d*  ’ ns  6Ct  forth  in  the  communications 


ACTION’ ; 

u-m*  Attached  for  approval  is  a letter  toCrs.  Stegall  at^ 
the  hblte  Kqaseptha  Attorney  General,  and  Janet  J.  SoSley.  U 

information  finished  b?ye^  \^?w"^t£CttlnC  fortb  «•« 
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ASS  ASSINATION  OF  PRESIDENT  JOHN  . 
FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 


He  related  that  when  he  first  heard  the'story  from  his  clients 
he  did  not  believe  it,  but  conducted  enough  inquiry  to  satisfy  himself 
that  his  clients  had  some  basis  in  fact  lor  their  position  and  he  felt  they 
were  telling  the  truth.  He  pointed  out  he  represented  substantial  citizens, 
people  who  loved  their  country  and  had  a high  regard  for  the  then  President... 
If  their  story  came  out  now,  they  would  be  damaged  by  the  resultant 
publicity,  and  some  prosecutor  of  the  same  type  as  District  Attorney 
Garrison  of  New  Orleans  could  conceivably  attempt  to  initiate  prosecution 
against  them.  At  this  point  he  noted  that  the  charge  against  them  might 
well  be  conspiracy  to  kill,  which  is  a crime,  and  in  the 'case  of  his  clients 
the  Statute  of  Limitations  has  not  run. 

In  explaining  this  rcnigrk  he  pointed  out  that  if  he  were  a 
Government  investigator  assigned  to  unravel  all  facets  of  the  assassination 
of  President  Kennedy,  he  would  first  concern  himself  with  reading  the 
newspaper  articles  dealing  with  the  topic  of  a Castro  plot.  He  said  he  would 
examine  the  Castro  plot  to  determine  precisely  what.bearing  it  had  on  the 
assassination  of  the  President.  He  indicated  the  newspaper  articles'had 
considerable  merit  and  were  on  the  right  track  in  regard  to  the  theory  of 
the  assassination.  . . 


Without  making  any  factual  representations,  and  continuing 
.to  theorize,  he  went  on  to  relate  that  his  clients,  whom  he  again  characterize 
as  respectable  citizens,  were  called  upon  by  a Governmental  agency  to/  •* . . 
assist  in  a project  which  was  said  to  have  the  highest  Governmental  v - 
approval.  The  project  had  as  its  purpose  the  assassination  of  Fidel  Castro, 
Premier  of  Cuba.  Elaborate  plans  involving  many  people  were  made. 

These  plans  included  the  infiltration  of  the  Cuban  Government  and  the 
placing  of  informants  in  key  posts  within  Cuba.  The  project  almost  reached 
fruition  when  Castro  became  aware  of  it  and  arrested  a number  of  suspects. 
Bv  pressuring  captured  suspects  he  was  able  to  lqarn  the  full  details 
of  the  plot  against  him  and  decided  "if  that  was  the  way  President  Kennedy 
wanted  it,  he  too  could  engage  in  the  same  tactics..*'  Castro  thereafter 
^employed  teams  of  individuals  who  were  dispatched  to  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  assassinating  President  Kennedy.  rt^er 


M»«4'  '•  ' *'  . « 4 •Ummui'U.i  IMM 


March  21,  1967 


ASSASSINATION  OF  PRESIDENT 
. JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER  22,  19C3,  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


2>ch  c 


V < ' 

On  the  evening  of  March  20,  1967.  THtorney  Edward  P/Morgp^n 
,300  Farragut  Building]  Washington,  D.  C.y  furnished  the  following 
intimation* relating' to  the  assassination  of  President  John  F.  Kennedy. 


t 

1 


<* 

1 


? 


- He  advised  that  while  this  covered  a wide  range  or  field,  it 
probably  arose  as  the  result  of  comments  he  made  during  conversations 
in  which  he  suggested  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  was  not  the  only  person 
involved  in  the  crime.  He  staled  that  he  did  have  information  pertaining 
to  the  assassination  which  he  considered  pertinent  and  relevant.  He 
said  it  was  necessary  for  him,  In  his  capacity  of  attorney,  to  invoke  the 
attorney-client  privilege,  since  the  information  in  his  possession  was 
derived  as  a result  of  that  relationship.  He  added  that  it  was  still 
possible  for  his  clients  to  be  prosecuted.  He  pointed  out  that  he  was  not 
stating  or  implying  his  clients  were  either  directly  or  indirectly  involved  * 
in  the  death  of  President  Kennedy  or  could  be  prosecuted  in  this  regard. 
However,-  they  definitely  face  possible  prosecution  for  a crime  not 
related  to  the  assassination  of  Kennedy.  Due  to  their  participation  in 
this  crime,  his  clients  learned  of  information  pertaining  to  the  President’s 
1 assassination,  i$£rv  Morgan  said  he  represented  these  clients  on  this 
, specific  matter.  He  did  not  elaborate  on  when  they  sought  his  legal  counsel 
and  he  indicated  he  could  not  fulfill  his  responsibility  and  identify  them.  - 
He  said  he  gave  considerable  thought  to  finding  some  way  to  make  this 
information  available  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  but  as  yet 
had  not  come  up  with  a solution.  lie  considered  a possible  waiver  from 
his  clients  but  decided  against  this  because  the  type  of  protection  they 
needed  was  for  some*  competent  authority  to  grant  them  complete  immunity, 
not  only  from  prosecution  but  from  the  publicity  that  would  surely  follow. 

If  in  the  future  it  becomes  possible  to  overcome  all  legal  obstacles,  he  will 
immediately  make  this  information  available  to  the  Government  and,  more 
particularly,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 
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ASSASSINATION  OF  PRESIDENT 
JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 


• explained  that  his  clients  (here  noting  that  he,  was  employed 

by  more  than  one  of  those  involved)  obtained  information  concerning 

Castro's  dispatch  of  these  assassins  from  "feed  back”  furnished  by  — 

sources  close  to  Castro.  Continuing,  he  said  his  clients  wqre  aware  of 
the  identity  of  some  of  the  individuals  who  came  to  the  United  States  for 
tliis  purpose  and  he  understood  that  two  s.uch  individuals  were  now  in 
the  State  oT  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Morgan  further  noted  that  one  of  the  clients  he  represented 
\ was  a high  type  individual  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Morgan. said  he  queried 
him  as  to  why  a person  with  his  high  ethical  standard  had  ever  become 
involved  in  such  a project  as  the«assassination  of  Fidel  Castro.  The 
client  indicated  that  his  conscience  bothered  him;  however,  the  project 
was  so  highly  patriotically  motivated  that  this,  in  Ins  mind,  overr 
rode  personal  ethical  or  moral  considerations.  Ke  further  described 
how  one  client,  when  hearing  the  statement  that  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  was 
the  sole  assassin  of  President  Kennedy,  ”laughs  with  tears  in  his  eyes* 
and  shakes  his  head  in  apparent  disagreement.  ” 

ISJS^AIprgan  said  if  he  were  free  of  the  attorney-client  privilege 
to  furnish  full  details,  the  information  that  he  would  be  able  to  supply' 
would  not  directly  identify  the  alleged  conspirators  to  kill  President 
Kennedy.  However,  because  of  the  project  to  kill  Fidel  Castro,  those  * 
participating  in  the  project  whom  he  represents  developed  through  feed 
back  information  that  would  identify  Fidel  Castro's  counter-assassins  in 
this  country,  who  could  very  well  be  considered  suspects  in  such  a 
conspiracy.  Morgan  pointed  out  that  from  the  information  available  to 
him  from  his  clients ‘lie  could  not  declare  or  conclude  that  Lee  Harvey 
Oswald  could  not  have  committed  this  assassination  alone. 

Mr,  Morgan  pointed  out  that  it  was  inconceivable  to  him  that 
v an  agency  of  the  Government  which  engages  in  the  type  of  operations 
which  he  has  described  has  not  come  forth  to  make  tins  most  important 
’ d^ta  available  to  the  Warren  Commission.  He  declined  to  identify  the 
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Lal  0le  ,uU  details  of  (his  matter.  “ he  djsco''ercd  any  way  to  J 

during  I9Cl”  lion  was*rond “ t™?  b°  0f  inleresf  <°  note  that 

• of*ar!ir‘?rizcd  Publication  or  V'e  of  Con  ,C°nCC?ins  a vio)al‘on  of  * 

o^a  & 

T?a!]fi  investigation  it  ,Duri«S  0*  course  of  the 
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hoodlum  element,  including  San-  Giinr,10™^10"  iaCul,a  through  the* 

,c°;ltriC'  «i‘h  Giancana  in  conn'etim  v ^ M?1,cu  aaid  ^ »’as  place  t in  ' 
through  John  Hoselli,  a Los  ?*“«•»“  ““WUes 

a#StSL%sa- 
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a few  dayspriorLeVctohe  h°a7btLA^rne^  f^f?1  advised  that' 

had  been  hired  Jy  CU  to  ^roach  Sanf  nfnt  Robert  ^ ^heu 

$150,000  to  hire  some  gunmen  to  inf^  JiM/\Proposition  of  Paying 
staled  CIA  admitted  He  *»«*•> 

tion  in  Las  Vegas  (referr^  mak,nS  the  bugging”  installa- 

operation  and  for  this  reason  CIA C?  u"c°iYed  this  clandestine 
against  Giancana  or  Malibu  Mr  KcnLdflf^J1^}^0  any  aclion  lnJ:cn 
not  cleared  its  aclion  in  hiring  Mih/fnne?^Sta<e^  that  u?cm  leai*nlng  CIA  had 
Justice  he  issued o^totcM^  ^ **  Dement  of 

first  •***:.»  with I?"  ~ “ ^£*£j*"*  **» lake  “ch  «<**  without 
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Please  note  page  4 of  the  memorandum  dated  March  21,  1967 
which  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Stegall  at  the  White  House  by  the  attached 

letter  of  March  22,  .and  which  covers  the  negotiations  between 

Y • , 7 

Robert  A.  MaheUj_  acting  for  *CEAJ  and  Sam  Giancana^  j 
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March  21,  196*3 


ASSASSINATION  OF  PRESIDENT 
JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER  22,  1963,  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


information  relating  to  the  assassination  of  President  John  F.  Kennedy. 


_ , , . .^e  advised  that  while  this  covered. a wide  ran«e  or  field  it 

SSs  tt^ssr- 

said  ,1  was  necessary  for  him,  in  his  capacity  of  attorney  invoke  the 
»“°™*)'-c,len‘  Privilege,  since  the  information  in  his  possession  wti 

°f  that  relationship.  He  added  thattt  aas  stm 
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ASS  ASSIN ATION  OF  PRESIDENT  JOHN 
FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 


He  related  that  when  he  first  heard  the'story  from  his  clients 
he  did  not  Relieve  it,  but  conducted  enough  inquiry  to  satisfy  himself 
that  his  clients  had  some  basis  in  fact  tor  their  position  and  he  felt  they 
were  telling  the  truth.  He  pointed  out  he  represented  substantial  citizens, 
people  who  loved  their  country  and  had  a high  regard  for  the  then  President. 
If  their  story  came  out  now,  they  would  be  damaged  by  the  resultant 
publicity , and  some  prosecutor  of  the  same  type  as  District  Attorney 
Garrison  of  New  Orleans  could  conceivably  attempt  to  initiate  prosecution 
against  them.  At  this  point  he  noted  that  the  charge  against  them  might 
well  be  conspiracy  to  kill,  which  is  a crime,  and  in  the  case  of  his  clients 
the  Statute  of  Limitations  has  not  run.  • 


In  explaining  this  remark  he  pointed  out  that  if  he  were  a 
Government  investigator  assigned  to  unravel  all  facets  of  the  assassination 
of  President  Kennedy,  he  would  first  concern  himself  with  reading  the 
newspaper  articles  dealing  with  the  topic  of  a Castro  plot.  He  saio  he  would 
examine  the  Castro  plot  to  determine  precisely  what  .bearing  it  had  on  the 
assassination  of  the  President.  He  indicated  the  newspaper  articleshad 
considerable  merit  and  were  on  the  right  track  in  regard  to  the  theory  of 
the  assassination.  . _ _ 

* ’ * f - . • . 

Without  making  any  factual  representations,  and  continuing 
.to  theorize,  he  went  on  to  relate  that  his  clients,  whom  he  again  characterize 
as  respectable  citizens,  were  called  upon  by  a Governmental  agency  to/  *(>  _ _ 
assist  in  a project  which  was  said  to  have  the  highest  Governmental  ‘ • 
approval.  The  project  had  as  its  purpose  the  assassination  of  Fldel  Castro, 
Premier  of  Cuba.  Elaborate  plans  involving  many  people  were  made. 

These  plans  included  the  infiltration  of  the  Cuban  Government  and  the 
placing  of  informants  in  key  posts  within  Cuba.  The  project  almost  reached 
fruition  when  Castro  became  aware  of  it  and  arrested  a number  of  suspects. 
By  pressuring  captured  suspects  he  was  able  to  learn  the  full  details 
of  the  plot  against  him  and  decided  "if  that  was  the  way  President  Kennedy 
wanted  it,  he  too  could  engage  in  the  same  tactics."  Castro  thereafter 
employed  teams  of  individuals  who  were  dispatched  to  the  United  States  for 
' Hhe  purpose  of  assassinating  President  Kennedy.  further 
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ASSASSINATION  OF  PRES2)ENT 
JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 


explained  that  his  client?  (hero  noting  that  he,  Uoj^.n,  was  employed 
by  more  than  one  ol  those  involved)  obtained  information  concerning  . 
Castro’s  dispatch  of  these  assassins  from  ’’feed  bacl;”  furnished  by 
sources  close  to  Castro.  Continuing,  he  said  bis  clients  were  aware  of 
the  identity  of  some  of  the  individuals  who  came  to  the  United  States  for 
this  purpose  and  he  understood  that  two  such  individuals  were  now  in 
the  State  ol  New  Jersey. 


V, 


i 


«•  > 
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Rfr.  Morgan  further  noted  that  one  of  the  clients  he  represented 
was  a high  type  individual  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Morgan^said  he  queried 
him  as  to  why  a person  with  his  high  ethical  standard  had  ever  become 
, involved  in  such  a project  as- the -assassination  of  Fidel  Castro.  The 
• client  indicated  that  his  conscience  bothered  him;  however,  the  project 
was  so  highly  patriotically  motivated  that  this,  in  his  mind,  over- 
rode personal  ethical  or  moral  considerations.  Kc  further  described 
how  one  client,  when  hearing  the  statement  that  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  was 
the  sole  assassin  of  President  Kennedy,  ’’laughs  with  tears  in  his  eyes* 
and  shakes  his  head  in  apparent  disagreement.” 

iKr^M.organ  said  if  he  were  free  of  the  attorney- client  privilege 
to  furnish  full  details,  the  information  that  he  would  be  able  to  supply 
would  not  directly  identify  the  alleged  conspirators  to  kill  President 
Kennedy.  However,  because  of  the  project  to  kill  Fidel  Castro,  those  ' 
participating  in  the  project  whom  he  represents  developed  through  feed 
back  information  that  would  identify  Fidel  Castro’s  counter-assassins  in 
this  country,  who  could  very  well  be  considered  suspects  in  such  a 
conspiracy.  Morgan  pointed  out  that  from  the  information  available  to 
him  from  his  clients'lie  could  not  declare  or  conclude  that  Lee  Harvey 
Oswald  could  not  have  committed  this  assassination  alone. 


Mr.  Morgan  pointed  out  that  it  was  inconceivable  to  him  that 
. an  agency  of  the  Government  which  engages  in  the  type  of  operations 
which  he  has  described  has  not  come  forth  to  make  this  most  important 
' data  available  to  the  Warren  Commission.  He  declined  to  identify  the 

K 


o 


9 


9 


In  conclu«;on  T*J^'«t^^ 

craitfcl  O.o  Fedcral-BaVe-VB'  !!!S"  •‘fjterntcd  Uial  he  woiild  Immrd'YfSK 
1-cvesl  (lie  full  details  of  tills  matter.12'0"  L'  he  *'scovered  any  way  |‘0  ‘ 5 

durinj  19C?  " “*»  bc  of  “ercst  to  note  that 

* if^SS:lnDri2cd  Publication  or  L or  rled  conccrninS  a violation  of 

•ffiists,  ascS“|»&'Sa  ar  - 

« ass?  aSr » ' 

gainst  Castro.  “C-'ra  “ connection  with  CIA's  clandesSe  Efforts  • 

»* 

» fc«  days  prtorLe’roto  & «*?»-  &»  _ 

had  been  hired  by  CIA  to  nooroarh  c,™  n-  e°  bj  CIA  that  Robert  A.  Mahcu 

$150, 000  to  hire  some  gurnen  to  «o intncs?*™  Jitn^Pr°!>OSition  of  PaJ'iKS 
slated  CIA  admitted ha^nSiste^  He furlher 

tion  in  Las  Vc-gas  (referred  to  abovM  Shvh  waJanS Jbe  ’bugging”  instnlla- 
operation  and  for  this  reason  U"C°iYe? tfcis  clandestine 

against  Giancana  or  MrlinU  KonnoIJ0t  have  any  aclion  tn]:en 

rot  cleared  its  action  in  W^MaJS1 7nlr  ^ that-”?on  CIA  had 

Justice  he  issued  orders  that  ch  ^ll  lhe  Department  of 

««t  rl  r.lth  f*:r  ^ la^  «»ch  steps  without 
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wan  from  Las  -Vegafe,  ‘whoi/v'* 
kas  written  several  books  concerning  the  hoodlum  element  and  . \ :i 


u . ( 


has  been  described  as  an  irresponsible  newspaperf  IVf..* 
f dishonest  reporting,  contacted  an  Agent  of  our'  '•  M 


T.:c 


r JrTvt  / /'.  />•/ r • •/*<* 

Ed  Reid,  a former  newspaperman  from  Las -Vegas,  *w; 

. ..~s  wrirren  ^ — — -*•»--  * »■* — — 

] in  the  past 
j man  guilty  o 
i Los  Angeles  Office. 

Initial  contact  was  telephonically  made  on  5/6/37 
at  which  time  Reid  indicated  he  had  information  concerning 
John  Eoselli.  On  5/9/67,  our  Los  Angeles  Agent  met  Reid  at 
which  time  Reid  displayed  a rough  draft  manuscript  of  his  new 
book  "Jungle  U. S. A.,"  described  as  a history  and  study  of 
organized  crime.  Reid  refers  to  CarloA^arcello  and  indicated 
there  was  a meeting  on  9/11/63  at  Churchill  Farms,  outside 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  attended  by  several  people  including 
Marcello  and  Reid’s  informant.  , Marcello  was  alleged  to  have 
j said  that  in  order  to  get  Bobby  ^'Kennedy  they  would  have  to  got 
i the  President,  and  they  could  not  kill  Bobby  because  the 
j President  would  use  the  Army  and  the  Marines  to  get  them. 

| result  of  killing  the  President  would  cause  Bobby  to  lose  his 
power  as  Attorney  General  because  of  the  new  President.  Reid 
reported  in  his  book  that  a person  who  attended  this  alleged 
meeting  was  interviewed  by  Agents  of  our  Los  Angeles  Office 
and  furnished  them  the  information.  Reid  described  his  inform- 
ant as  reliable,  and  after  leaving  New  Orleans,  his  informant 
traveled  to  Dallas  and  Los  Angeles  and  several  days  later  was 
interviewed  concerning  the  Billie  Sol  Estes  case,  at  which  time 
he  allegedly  related  to  our  Agents  what  he  heard  at  Churchill 
Farrs.  Reid  said  his  informant  identified  our  Agents  as  Jim 
Ml fridge  and  L.  Blanton.  . — _ 

' _ ^ "H  "1  11  1 ■' 

Based  on  this  information,  Los  Angeles  reviewed^  c v -- 
files  concerning  the  Billie  Sol  Estes  case  which  revealed 
das  James  2.  Ethridge  and  Lanford  L.  Blanton  interview of 
a award  Nicholas 'Becker  11/26/62.  In  this  interview,  Marcello  i * 
was  mentioned,  and  other  interviews  contained  no  reference 
to  Marcello.  Therefore,  it  appeared  that  Becker  is  Reid’s 
informant.  In  Becker’s  interview,  Marcello  was  mentioned 
in  connection  with  a business  proposition 
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and  no  mention  was  made  of  -the  Attorney  General  nor  were 
other  interviews  conducted  by  these  two  Agents  re?rardirrr 
this  matter. 

Agents  who  interviewed  Reid  told  him  that  informa- 
tion regarding  the  Churchill  Faros  conversation  was  not  re- 
ceived as  he  alleged.  At  this  tine,  Reid  refused  to  confirm 
or ^ deny  that  Eeclccr  was  his  informant.  It  is  noted  Reid's 
informant  indicated  this  information  was  received  on  9/11/63 j 
however,  Becker* s interview  was  conducted  on  11/26/62,  several 
' montns  preceding.  It  is  noted  Edward  Nicholas  Becker  is  a 
private  investigator  in  Los  Angeles  who  in  the  past  has  had  ' 
a reputation  of  being  unreliable  and  known  to  misrepresent 
i facts. 


Reid  declared  although  the  FBI  stated  this  informa- 
tion was  not  received  from  his  informant,  he  intends  to  leave 
his  story  as  it  appears  in  his  book  as  the  book  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  his  publisher. 


i/Roselli,  Re 


YT~ 
44  G 


In  connection  with  JohnJRoselli,  Reid  wanted  to 
trade  information  concerning  him  which  offer  was  refused . 

» ionco  he  was,  concerned  with  Rosclli's  association  with 
Attorney  Edward -Morgan  of  Washington,  D.  C.  As  you  recall, 
Morgan  was  previously  interviewed  at  the  request  of  the  White 
..wvSc  concerning  alleged  information  in  his  possession  regard— 
~--e  assassination.  Also,  Roselll  was  the  connecting  link 
between  CIA  and  Robert  Maheu  who  was  hired  by  the  CIA  to 
approach  Sam  Giancana  to  have  Castro  assassinated.  Rosclli 
-3  aiso  a member  of  the  Chicago  family  of  La  Cosa  Nostra  who 
osents  Chicago's  interests  on  the  West  Coast  and  primarily 
in  Las  Vegas. 


Carlos  Marcello  is  a leading  New  Orleans  hoodlum 
•v.ao  was  prosecuted  in  Federal  Court  for  Fraud  Against  the 
Government  - Conspiracy  in  connection  v/ith  attempt  to  secure 
fraudulent  birth  records  in  Guatemala  and  was  found  not 
guilty  11/22/63. 


The  above  information  is  set  forth  due  to  the  fac 
2 inaccurate  information  furnished  by  Reid  will  appear  in 
forthcoming  publication. 


\/ 


For  information. 

* Syft, 
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• subiect*  ARTHUR  JAMES  BALLETTI,  Et  ml.  ' Jr 

Tr-  J ^ UNAUTHORIZED  PUBLICATION  OR  USE  h-tf . 

00  ' of  communications  - x 

*jV>  S*  *•’-  ;;  -TO^ECRET  <fc> 

i>7’  • ^ This  case  involves  a wire  tap  placed  on  the  telephone 

* DanRow  an  - of  the  comedy  te^aa  of  Rowan  and  Martin  by  Arthur  James 
Balletti  and  J7W.  Harrison.  BalletrtrVWtfS  employed  by  EdwarA 
DuBois,  a former  Bureau  Agent,  who  runs  a private  xnvestxgating 
agency ^n * illarnTT^lori diu  "Balletti  admits  to  having  been  assxgned 
to  surveil  teowan  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,;  and  was  accompanied  by  J.  W. 
.Harrison,  not  further  known  to'him  who  j^as^upplied  by_Robert*Iaheu^ 

I another  former  Bureau  Agent*  Dan  Rowan  was  reportedly  engaged  to 

J-fPSls  : M'ii^T^^cQaire'SistiKS^Si®*  — ° 7;2S  alf?  reportedly 

1 a girl  frichU  of  Sam  Giancana.  Giancana  is  under  invest iga*xon  by 
l the  Chicago  Office  as  a top  hoodlum. 1 7 

V Maheu  claimed  that  he  ordered  coverage  of  jpjffri1” 

%||of  Central  Intelligence  Agency’s  (CIA)  efforts  to  o^Tnlntellxgence 
>>&  I information  in  Cuba  through  the  hoodlum  element,  including  Sam 
will  Giancana,  which  had  interest  there.  Maheu  : said, h* TfJJ £nL 

mon-tact  with  Giancana  in  connection  wxth  these  intelligence  . 


>d|2 

v>  bHGi 


uiancana,  waitu  wu  -77- — 7.  . 

contact  with  Giancana  in  connection  wxth  these  intelligence 

activities  through  John  Roselli,  a Los  Angeles  top  hoodlum. 

attiVAiiCD  « »_ — A **  cmiccoH  this  matter 


Maheu 


Activities  xnrouga  u uuu  > «■  7r  . , . . . - 

authorized  wiring  of  Rowans  room  and  discussed  xhxs  matter  wxtn 


iring 

| John  Roselli.  ' f'l  ’ 7.  •' 

, Colonel  John  Sheffield  Edwards,  Director  of  Security, 

I CIA  on  5/3/61  advised  that  Maheu  was  used  as  an  xntermedxary  with 

II  S^Giancana.  relative  to  CIA’s  anti-Castro  activities. 

I Colonel  Edwards  said  that  since  this  was  "dirty  business, 

1 could  not  be  knowledgeable  of  Maheu fs  techniques  and  therefore  h 
*no  information  as  to  whether  a telephone  tap  was  authorxzed. 

CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS  4 

The  Department,  by  memorandum  dated  1/31/62,  has  requescca 
I V that  we  reinterview  Colonel  Edwards  to  determine  whether  tne  Cl* 
SSl/SbJSc?  tl  tie  institution  of  ^orinin.l  prosecution  in  .n--<a 

tRobert^heu  migtt  be  a defendant*^|^\/J^  S1/.-2  ; '/.<?->/  - 


lieu,  o 

it  Sam  Gi 


1-  Ur.  Evans 
1-  Liaison  Section^ 


JWH:mc 
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Memorandum  to  Mr*  Belmont 
Re:  ARTHUR  JAMES  BALLETTI 


ACTION 

irac^^lSe  ES^nfs 

request.  . 


jiprrNmr.l  2-r-fi?  ^-^thnnl:  - 

On  February  7.  1962,  Colonel proseart i on 
Liaison  Arcnt  that  -!?1  J aJf"CMSp  0f  CIA  personnel  or  CIA 
vhich  would  ne5!SSi^iedtSutUtha?fan  introduction  of  an” 
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JCKimez 
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In  response  to  your  memorandum  of  June  30,  1975, 

/'  in  this  matter,  there  is  attached  the  requested  summary 
of  File  Number  82-46-5.  Also  attached  is  a xerox  copy 
of  the  May  14,  1962  memorandum  from  Sheffield  Edwards  of 
the  CIA  to  the  Attorney  General. 

While  the  attached  file  summary  is  more  detailed 
and  specific  than  we  would  ordinarily  submit  in  response 
to  a request  of  a chairman  of  a Congressional  Committee, 
nonetheless,  in  view  of  the  background  and  previous  access 
of  the  Committee  representatives  to  this  file,  the  more 
extended  summary  may  be  appropriate.  We  have  not  submitted 
the  summary  to  the  FBI,  and  I believe  this  should  be  done 
before  it  is  sent  to  the  Committee. 

TOlSSS^RET  MATERIAL  ATTACHED 

ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  izo 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  ' 

DATE.  Mto/H  VX l&s*' 

% -0os  uscAsud  ret  £.&*S  3 /*■/*> 
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^ Buy  US.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Flan 

8 


V’-/ 


iancana,  RobertSfMaheu,  Edward  L 


^Dubois,  Jr. , 


SUBJECTS  x/' Sa  /V 

/ Arthur/ Jame^Balletti  and  Unknown  Subject,  aka 
J.  W/^HarriSr®.* 

\iy  /[■  Conspiracy  to  Violate  Title  47,  U.S.C.  §605 


^ . (wiretapping) 

The  following  consists  of  a summary  of  the  Bureau" s 
’/"investigation  and* the  results  of  their  investigation  into 

frp— -- ~ 

- the  wiretapping  of  Danlniowan " f^phone  in  his  hotel  room  at 
the  Riviera  Hotel,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  in  October  1960. 

: The  Bureau's  initial  investigative  report  dated  Noverdser  10 , 

- - - * • * • ■ “ - ^ ■ **  ‘ " " m 

^.960,  reflects  the  results  of  ah  interview  withflB^m^MlP 

Clark  County  Sheriff's  Office  on 
November  1,  1960,  involving  the  arrest  of  Arthur  Balletti  on 
October  31,  1960  for  bugging  the  telephone  box  in  ban  Rowan's 
hotel  room.  A search  of  Balletti* s hotel  room  reflected 
notes  and  notations  which  Balletti  had  written  down  dates 
and  times  on  which  he  had  recorded  portions  of  Rowan's 
telephone  conversations.  A black  suitcase  in  Balletti 's 
room  was  opened  and  it  contained  a large  quantity  of 
electronic  devices,  including  transmitters,  receivers,  wall 
plugs,  a minifon  wire  recorder  arid  a set  of  17  professional- 
type  lock  picks.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Clark  County  Sheriff's 
Office,  Balletti  admitted  that  he  had  been  hired  by  Investiga- 
tions incorporated  of  Miami,  Florida,  a company  owned  by 
pj  former  FBI  Agent  Edward  DuBois,  and  that  this  company 

jV  apparently  had  a client  who  had  requested  an  investigation 

■ " r 

y v concemincr  Row?  ■ ,/»  ’"■ivate  life.  Balletti  admitted  listening 

i<5  6 '.w-w  ;•  ......  ‘ '■  f •'  *T 

0 to  and  recording ^Rowan's* telephone  conversations  since 

October  26,  1960.  According  to  Balletti,  one  Fred  T.  Harris, 


V - ■>,! 


an  *nves*:;*-Uator  f roin  Miami,  had  entered  R^w«./.  s room  and 
- n installed  the  listening  device. 

topj^ecret 
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In  the  course  of  questioning  byj 
advised  that,  within  an  hour  of  discussing  the  wiretapping  of 
his  phone  withSphylll^ McGjSfce  oU  -trrc  TliaMr 


mmmsBBrnsm 


askedTto*?. 


if  Sam  Giancana,  the  Chicago  hoodlum,  who  was  known  to  have 

cf  the  Detractive  Crv-rt  --ifr  * 

kept  company  with  Ifhyllis  McGuire  in  the  recent  past  might 

November  1,  IS  ^ : / -y 

have  wanted  to  know  what  conversations  Rowan"  and  McGuire  were 


October  v..  . 

having.  Rowan  replied,  you  know  about  thatj^and 


stated,  "You  .certainly  could  have  the  answer."  On  November  1 

notes  sr: 

1960,  Rowan  appeared  at  the  Clark  County  Sheriff's  OfJ.is&^and 

ar.'i  tire  - ...  .....  . 

signed  arelesfiST,  stating  that  he  desired  that  all  charges 

telethon  - -■  ♦ 

against  Balletti  be  dropped  and  that  no  action  be  taken  bv 


-Vi; 


the  Clark  County  Sheriff's  Office  with  regard  to  the  *•* 


burglary  and  the  intrusion  of  privacy  by  use  of  a listening 
device,  stating  that  Balletti  was  only  working  for  someone 
else. 

Reauest  for  Investigation 


By  memorandum  dated  December  5,  1960,  the  Criminal  Division 


requested  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  to  conduct  a full 

investigation,  noting  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  report 
-- - 

referred  to  above  indicated  a violation  of  the  provisions  of 
47  U.S.C.  §605,  and  a conspiracy  by  Arthur  James  Balletti’, 

Fred  T.  Harris,  and  possibly  Investigations,  Inc.,  Edward 
DuBois  and  others.  ' V . 


« p- 


Results  of  Bureau  Investigation  Conducted 
at  Criminal  Division  Request 

By 'a  report  dated  December  23#  1960#  at  Miami#  captioned# 
“Arthur  James  Bailetti;  J.  W.  Harrison  Unauthorized  Publication 
and  Use  of  Communications,"  a Special  Agent  of  the  Bureau 
advised  that  Edward  L.  DuBois#  Jr.,  was  interviewed  on 
. _ Pecemiberl3  # , 1960^to 


m %i that  he "h^' handled''  certain  Otters 

“ , 1 : '*'*?&***:*?•■?-  *r  ..  ; " 

operates  a private  investigation  organization  in  Washington,  i£|f§|i 


D.C.  DuBois  stated  that  on  October  25#  1960,  he  received  a 
telephone  call  from  Maheu’s  principal  assistant,  one  Walter 
Fitzpatrick#  requesting  him  to  send  two  men  to  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada  right  4way  for  physical  surveillance  work.  Maheu 
subsequently  instructed  DuBois  to  send  only  one  man  to 
Las  Vegas  and  advised  DuBois  that  he  had  hired  one 
J.  W.  Harrison  to  accompany  whomever  DuBois  sent.  DuBois 
advised  that  he  sent  Bailetti  to  Las  Vegas  on  October  26, 
1960.  DuBois  next  heard  from  Bailetti  when  Bailetti  phoned 
stating  that  he  had  been  arrested  in  Las-  Vegas  as  a result  of 


a wiretap*  and  DuBois  added  that  Bailetti  had  been  hired 
strictly  for  a physical  surveillance. 

The  above-mentioned  report  dated  December  23#  1960, 
reflects  that  on  December  13#  1960,  Arthur  James  Bailetti  was 
interviewed  in  Miami#  concerning  his  activities  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.  Bailetti  stated  that  he  would  discuss  his  activities 
with  great  reluctance  and  that  it  was  very  probable  that  he 
would  refuse  to  answer  many  questions.  Bailetti  advised  that 
on  October  26,  1960  he  had  flown  from  Miami,  Florida  to  Las 
Vegas  on  a physical  surveillance  assignment  on  the  orders  of 


his  employer#  Edward  L.  'DuBois , and 'that  it  was  his  under-  . 
standing  that  he  was  actually  working  for  some  other  private 


investigator  who  had  requested  the  assistance  of  DuBois.  According 
to  Balletti,  at  the  Miami  International  Airport  he  met  an  in- 
dividual he  identified  as  J.  W.  Harrison  from  a description 
previously  given  hini'and  they  flew  together  to  Las  Vegas. 

Balletti  advised  that  while  in  Las  Vegas  he  physically  sur- 
vei lied ' Dan  Rowan~ and  that  Harrison  apparently  put  some  sort 

of  wiretap  in  Rowan’s  “room  there  and  monitored  Rowan' s/Pphone'  - 

. 

conversations  and  that  he,  Balletti,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
tap,  did  not  see  £C  installed  and  never  did  any  monitoring. 

®alletti  denied  that  he  was  accompanied  to  Las  Vegas  by  one 
Fred  T.  Harris,  stating  that  Harrison  had  used  a ticket  in  the 
name  of  Harris  and,  for  this  reason,  the  police  in  Las  Vegas 
apparently  assumed  Harrison  was  Harris.  According  to  Balletti, 
Harrison  left  Las  Vegas  before  Balletti  was  arrested  oh 
October  31,  I960.  Balletti  said  he  could  not  comment  upon 
the  electronic  equipment  found  in  his  room. 

An  FBI  investigative  report  dated  December  22,  1960, 
at  Los  Angeles,  reflects  that  on  December  21,  I960,. Dan  Rowan  a 

furnished  a signed  statement  to  special  agents  of  the  Bureau 
at  Los  Angeles,  California.  According  to  Rowan!  after  originally 
signing  a complaint  against  Balletti,  he  discussed  the  phone 
tapping  incident  with  Harvey  si lbert  and  Elias  Atoll,  members  of 
the  corporation  which  operates  the  Riviera  Hotel  and  (fre^  Rowan,  - -j 
decided  that  pressing  charges  against  Balletti  would  inconvenience 
him.  ^iOn  November  1,  1960  at  the  Sheriff's  Of f ice , ‘"Rowan  signed  a > 
Release  and  dropped  charges  against  Balletti.  Rowan ‘'advised  that  he 
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did  not  give 

/anyone  authority  to  record  telephone  calls  or  to  install 
listening  devices  in  his  Room  No.  228  or  No.  226  at  the 
Riviera  Hotel. 

A Bureau  investigative  report  dated  December  30,  1960 
at  Salt  Lake  City  reflects  that  on  December  20,  1960,  Lt. 

Carl  Smith  advised  that  Balletti  had  been  charged  with  in- 
vasion of  privacy,  a felony;  possession  of  burglary  tools, 
a misdemeanor;  and  operating  as  a private  detective  without 
a license,  a misdemeanor,  with  a preliminary  hearing  set 
for  April  24,  1961  in  Justice  of  the  Peace  Court,  Las  Vegas. 

The  manager  of  Trans  World  Airlines,  Las  Vegas,  advised 
that  company  records  reflect  that  one,  F.  T.  Harris  departed 
Las  Vegas  on  Trans  World  Airlines  Flight  No.  292  at  10:30  a.m., 
on  October  30,  1960,  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  made 
connections  with  Trans  World  Airlines  Flight  No.  76  to  Miami, 
Florida.  * 

On  December  22,  1960,  the  desk  clerk  at  the  Riviera  Hotel 
was  contacted  and  shown  nine  photographs,  including  one  of 
Fred  T.  Harris.  The  desk  clerk  advised  that  he  could  not 
identify  anyone  whose  photo  had  been  exhibited  as  being  identical 
with  the  individual  who  checked  into  the  Hotel  on  October  26, 

1960  under  the  name  of  J.  W.  Harrison.  The  desk  clerk  added 
that  he  aid  not  think  he  would  recognize  either  Balletti  o i* 
Harrison  if  he  should  see  them  in  person. 

On  December  21,  1960,  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  WKKKKUtKKtl 
Clark.'  County  Sheriff’s  Office,  furnished  a list  of 
articles  in  Balletti 's  possession  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 


These  included  a telephone  bug  transmitter  recovered  from 
behind  the  bed  in  Room  228  at  the  Riviera  Hotel;  17  lock 
picks;  2 telephone  bug  devices;  one  ear  phone;  one  cigarette 
case  containing  a miniature  transmitter;  one  Minox  camera; 
one  Minox  film  and  other  electronic  and  physical  devices, 
equipment  and  tools,  all  enumerated  on  three  typed  pages  of 
the  foregoing  investigative  report  dated  December  30,  1960. 

The  hotel  manager  of  the  Riviera  Hotel  advised  that 


hotel  records  reflect  that  from  October  27  to  November  5, 
1960,  jgpwan  made  15  Iona 


and  that  most  of  the  calls  had 


Alis  McGuire. 


The  hotel  manager  also  advised  on  December  21,  1960  at 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  that  according  to  hotel  records,  Arthur  J. 

Balletti  checked  into  the  hotel  on  October  26,  1960  and  was 

assigned  Room  331  and  that  the  registration  card  bears  the 

notation,  "in  room  with  Harrison".  Since  Balletti* s hotpl. 

was  xn  excess  of  $100  and  he  was  not  known,  the  manager 

and  the  chief  of  security  for  the  hotel  went  to  Room  331  and 

no  one  was  in  the  room  when  they  entered.  At  this  time,  they 

observed  a yellow  pad  with  the  notation  of  time  and  a date 

which  referred  to iDan  RowagJ»and  the  hotel  manager  observed  in 

the  top  desk  drawer  what  appeared  to  be  a recording  device. 

After  discussing  the  bill  with  Balletti  and  receiving  a some- 
th 

what  uncertain  identification,  the  hotel  manager  subsequently 
notified  the  Clark  County  Sheriff's  Office  that  he  had  ob-  ’ 
served  what  appeared  to  be  a recording  device  in  Balletti \s 
room  and  suspected  that  a listening  device  might  be  installed 
in.  Rowan's  room.  The  hotel  manager  and  Deputy  Sheriff  Eversol 
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and  another  Deputy,  name  unrecalled,  entered  Rowan's  room 

? * 

and  the  hotel  manager  observed  what  appeared  to  be  some  type 
of  microphone  taped  to  the  rear  headboard  on  the  bed  in 'Rowan's 
room  with  wires  running  to  the  telephone  wall  box.  The  hotel  - 
manager 'observed  the  Deputy  Sheriff  remove  the  article  from 
the  headboard. 

This  matter  was  discussed  with  Assistant  united  States 
Attorney  Raymond  Sutton  on  December  22,  1960,  and  he  advised 
Special  Agents  of  the  Bureau  that  he  desired  to  have  the  re-, 
suits  of  a full  investigation  prior  to  rendering  a prosecutive 
opinion.  Mr.  Sutton  stated  that  upon  the  receipt. of  results 
°f  full  investigation  he  would,  in  all  probability,  present 
the  matter  to  the  next  federal  grand  jury  which  meets  in  Las 
Vegas. 

* c 

By  letter  dated  January  19,  1964,  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  of  the  Criminal  Division  advised  the  United  States 
Attorney  at  Reno,  Nevada,  Mr.  Howard  W.  Babcock,  attention*: 

Mr.  Raymond  Sutton,  that  the  United  States  Attorney  furnish 
the  Criminal  Division  with  his  prosecutive  opinion  upon  com- 
pletion of  the  investigation  and  that  he  not  institute  criminal 
prosecution  without  our  prior  authorization,  unless  time  is  of 
the  essence. 

According  to  a Bureau  report  dated  December  12,  1961,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Robert  Maheu  of  Maheu  and  King  Associate's, 
Inc.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  advised  on  December  27,  I960  that  « 
he  had  received  a call  from  a Los  Angeles  attorney  asking  Maheu 
to  recommend  someone  to  do  investigative  work  in  Las  Vegas, 
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Nevada  for  a client.  Maheu  stated  that  he  recommended  Edward 
DuBois  and  that'  the  Los  Angeles  attorney  requested  him  to 
contact  DuBois  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  handle 
the  investigation  in  Las  Vegas.  Maheu  stated  that  he  could 
not  recall  if  he  or  Walter  Fitzpatrick,  an  associate  of  Maheu, 
had  contacted  OuBois  regarding  this  request.  He  stated  that 
his  firm  was  not  involved  in  this  matter  and  that  DuBois  had 
been  contacted  only  as  a favor  to  the  Los  Angeles  attorney . 

Maheu  denied  that  he  had  made  a second  call  to  DuBois  in- 
structing him  to  send  only  one  man  to  Las  Vegas,  adding  that 
he  does  not  know  any  J.  W.  Harrison  and  is  not  acquainted  with 
Arthur  James  Balletti.  Maheu  advised  that  he  did  not  desire 
to  furnish  the  identity  of  the  Los  Angeles  attorney  who 
originally  contacted  him  without  the  attorney's  consent. 

By  letter  dated  January  27,  1961,  Mr.  Howard  Babcock  ad- 
vised the  Criminal  Division  that  prior  to  any  presentment  that 
office  would  be  furnished  with  a prosecutive  opinion  and 
noted  that  the  Bureau  investigation  in  this-  matter  has  not 
yet  been  completed. 

An  FBI  investigative  report  dated  February  8,  1961,  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  reflects  that  efforts  to  ifentify  unknown 
subject,  J.  W.  Harrison,  have  been  unsuccessful. 

The  above  report  dated  February  8,  1961  also  reflects  that 

on  January  2,  1961,  at  *New  York  City,  Phyllis  McGuire  advised  that 

she  had  not  given  authority-  to  anyone  to  install  a listening 

% 

device  on  Dan  Rowan  at  any  time  and  had  no  prior  knowledge  that  such 
a device  had  been  used  before  the  arrest  of  Arthur  James  Balletti. 

TOP  JACKET 
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The  above  report  also  reflects  that  Thomas  Foley,  Attorney- 
at-Law,  advised  on  February  6,  1961,  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  that 
during  the  latter  part  of  October  I960,  he  received  a tele- 
phone  call  from  James  P.  cantillion,  a Los  Angeles  attorney, 
requesting  Foley  to  represent  Arthur  J.  Balletti  who  had  been 
arrested  by  the  Clark  County  Sheriff » s Office.  Foley  asked  ~~ 
Cantillion  about  payment  of  the  legal  fee  and  Cantillion  stated 
that  he  would  .personally  guarantee  its  payment.  Foley  stated 


that  he  immediately  contacted  a bail  bondsman  and  arranged' 
bond  for  Balletti.  Foley  stated  that  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  James  p.  Cantillion  is  the  son  of  father  and  son  team, 
Cantillion  and  Cantillion,  a law  firm  in  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. Foley  advised  that  Balletti’s  trial  on  the  local’ 
charge  was  set  for  April,  1961. 

A Bureau  investigative  report  dated  January  28,  1961 
at  Miami,  Florida,  reflects  that  Fred  T.  Harris  advised 'on 
January  24,  1961  that  although  he  formerly  worked  as  a pri- 
vate investigator  for  Investigations,  Inc.,  from  June  I960 
until  November  16,  1960,  he  did  not  work  for  Edward  L.  DuBois. 
However,  since  November  16,  1960,  he  has  been  back  with  DuBois 
almost  full  time.  Harris  stated  he  definitely  did  not  accompany 
Balletti  to  Las  Vegas  and  knew  nothing  of  this  affair  and  while 
he  could  not  pinpoint  his  complete  activities,  he  was  certain  that 
he  was  never  out  of  Miami  during  the  period  from  October  26 

I 

through  30,  1960.  Harris  also  stated  that  he  knew  nothing 

of  electronic  devices  and  never  had  any  sound  training  and 

' sort  of 

would  have  no  idea  as  how  to  install  any/wiretap. 

»/ 
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The  sane  report  reflects  that  Edward  DuBois  was  inter- 
viewed on  January  24,  1961..  at  Miami,  Florida,  stating  again 
that  Maheu  had  informed  him  that  he  could  only  send  one  man 
to  Las  Vegas,  that  he  gave  two  round-trip  tickets  to  Balletti 
who  went  to  the  Airport,  met  Maheu* s man  and  travelled  to 
.Las  Vegas.  DuBois  stated  that  Fred  Harris  definitely  did  not 
accompany  Balletti  to  Las  Vegas  and. did  not  work  for  him 
from  June  until  the  middle  of  November,  1960.  DuBois  stated 
he  had  no  idea  who  had  hired  Maheu  and  that  he  had  received 
$1,000  from  Maheu  for  Balletti* s services  in  Las  Vegas. 

When  he,  DuBois,  learned  of  Balletti* s arrest,  he  contacted 
Maheu  in  Los  Angeles  and  Maheu  knew  of  Balletti 's  arrest  and 
arranged  for  a Los  Angeles  attorney  to  defend  him.  Maheu 
indicated  he  had  made  these  arrangements  through  a Los  Angeles 
attorney  whose  identity  he  did  not  disclose. 

According  to  the  above-mentioned  report,  dated  January 
28,  1961,  at  Miami,  Florida,  the  desk  clerk  of  the  Kenilworth 
Hotel  advised,  on  January  25,  1961,  that  registration  records 
reflect  that  Robert  A.  Maheu  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  was 
registered  in  Room  722  from  October  11-29,  1960  and  that 
he  was  accompanied  by  one  J.  A.  Rollins,  also  of  Washington, 

D.  C.,  who  stayed  in  Room  701  from  October  11-30,  1960.  It 

\ 

was  the  desk  clerk's  recollection  that  Maheu  paid  the  bill** 
for  both  of  the  rooms  and  she  noted  that  it  was  possible  that 
either  Rollins  or  Maheu  could  have  left  the  hotel  for  a few 
days  and  return  and  if  the  room  was  not  given  up,  such  informa- 
tion would  not  be  reflected  on  the  registration  card. 


i 


o 
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A Bureau  investigative  report  dated  February  14,  1961, 
at  Miami,  • Florida,  reflects  numerous  long  distance  phone  calls 
of  Robert  Maheu  made  in  October  1960  from  the  Kenilworth  Hotel 
and  four  such  calls  made  by  J.A.  Rollins  during  October  1960. 

A Bureau  investigative  report  dated  March  6,  1961,  at 


Los  Angeles,  California,  reflects  the  telephone  listing  for 

the  Los  Angeles  number  called  by  DuBois  immediately  after 

Balletti 1 s arrest  and  the  telephone  listing  for  Los  Angeles 

numbers  called  by  Maheu  and  J.A.  Rollins  from  Miami  Beach 

in  October  1960.  In  addition,  the  report  reflects  that  James 

P.  Cantillion,  attorney,  Los  Angeles,  California,  advised  on 

March  1,  1961,  that  his  first  knowledge  of  the  microphone 

incideit  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  came  from  a telephone  call 

to  him  from  a man  in  custody  at  Las  Vegas  whose  name  he  could 

not  recall,  when  given  the  name  Balletti,  Cantillion  acknowledged 

that  the  name  was  probably  correct  but  stated  that  he  had' no 

knowledge  of  Balletti  prior  to  the  call  which  came  from  a Lieutenant 

either  from  the  Claris  County ’ s sheriff’s  office  or  the  Las 

Vegas  City  Jail.  He  claimed  privilege  for  his  conversation 

with  Balletti  but  advised  that  he  referred  the  caller  to 

attorney  Tom  Foley  in  Las  Vegas,  cantillion  stated  that  he 

knew  Robert  Maheu.  Cantillion  denied  telephoning  or  otherwise 

contacting  Maheu  in  Washington, ' D.  C.,  or  elsewhere,  to  ash, 

him  to  perform  surveillance  on  Dan  Rowan. 

t 

A Bureau  memorandum  dated  March  13,  1961,  at  Los  Angeles, 
California,  reflects  information  concerning  James  p.  Cantillion, 
including  that  one  John  Roselli  stayed  at  the  Beverly  Hilton 
Hotel  when  he  came  to  Los  Angeles  and  he  visits  with  an  attorney, 
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James  Cantillipn  of  Beverly  Hills,  California.  Records  of 

4 •. 

the  Los  Angeles,  California  Police  Department  reflect  that 
John  Roselli,  FBI  # 3339986,  was  first  arrested  toy  the  Los 
Angeles  Police  Department  in  1924  for  carrying  concealed 
weapons,  but  the  charge  was  dismissed.  .During  the  period 


from  1924  to  1932, . he  was  arrested  on  several  occasions  on 

"■ tf  " • "v.« t ~~^.r 

charges  of  suspicion  of  grand  larceny,  carrying  concealed 

’*■-  *•« 

vs^pons  and  robbery.  In  testimony  before  the  Kefauver 
Committee  in  October  1950,  Roselli  advised  that  he  met  Al 
Capone  in  Chicago  and  that  he  spent  a day  with  Capone  in 
Los  Angeles,  California,  in  about  1930.  Records  of  the 
United  states  District  court  indicate  that  on  December  22, 

1943,  Roselli  was  found  guilty  of  violation  of  Section  402A, 
i®«  U.S.C*,  and  sentenced  to  10  years  imprisonment. 

The  charge  involved  extorting  money  from  motion  picture  pro- 
ducers to  insure  the  studios  against  labor  strikes. 

The  above  report  reflects  that  Cantillion  was  apparently 
involved  in  business  transactions  with  Roselli  and  had  been 
visited  by  Roselli  and  one  Louis  J.  Lederer,  a close  friend 
of  Roselli  and  apparently  linked  to  nationally-known  hoodlum 
and  gambler,  Frank  Costello,  of  New  York.  Cantillion,  Lederer 
and  Roselli  were,  according  to  the  report,  all  involved  in 
hotels  and  gambling  operations  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

A Bureau  investigative  report  dated  March  27,  1961,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  reflects  that  on  January  19  and  January  30, 

1961,  Robert  Maheu  was  interviewed  and  remained  unable  to 

* 

supply  the  name  of  the  Los  Angeles  attorney  who  had  originally 
contacted  him  and  requested  him  to  contact  Edward  DuBois. 
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Maheu  advised  that  he  had  stayed  at  the  Kenilworth  Hotel  in 
Miami  Beach  during  the  latter  part  of  October  I960,  but 
denied  that  he  had  instructed  DuBois  to  send  only  one  man 
to  Las  Vegas  and  stated  that  his  only  involvement  in  the 
matter  was  to  have  DuBois  contacted  at  the  request  of  the  Los 
Angeles- attorney.  Maheu  identxfied  the  J.A.  Rollins  who  was 
with  him  at  the  Kenilworth  Hotel  as  John  A.  Rollins  and  would 
not  identify  him  further,  stating  Rollins  was  working  indirectly 
for  him  in  Miami  • Maheu  denied  that  Rollins  was  the  individual 
who  went  to  Las  Vegas  to  assist  Balletti.  Shortly  after  the 
interview,  Mr.  Maheu  telephonically  contacted  a Special 
Agent  of  the  Bureau  at  the  Washington  Field  Office,  stating 
that  "he  had  gust  received  a telephone  call  and  if  this  matter 
could  be  held  up  for  a few  days,  it  would  be  all  straightened 
out." 

Bureau  report  dated  April  6,  1961,  at  Miami,  Florida, 

I ' * 

reflects  that  Balletti  was  interviewed  on  March  29,  1961  at 

which  time  he  denied  ownership  of  the  technical  equipment 

confiscated  in  his  hotel  room  aside  from  a tape  recorder  and 

cameras.  Balletti  stated  that  he  did  not  recall  telling  the 

arresting  officers  at  Las  Vegas  that  J.  W.  Harrison  was 

actually  Fred  Harris  of  Miami.  Balletti  stated  that  on 

October  30  or  31,  1960,  he  received  a long  distance  telephone 

calX  from  Robert  Maheu  who  instructed  him  to  contact  1.  W.S 

Richardson  at  the  New  Frontier  Hotel.  Maheu  advised  Balletti 

% 


• V 


that  Richardson  would  pay  him  $1,000  and  that  when  Balletti 

contacted  Richardson  giving  a password,  Richardson  gave  him 

10’ one  hundred  dollar  bills  in  a men’s  room.  Balletti  again 
.....  ..  ..  ■_  . - - - •••  •••  • "rr  ir  t~: 

denied  that  he  knew  the  true  identity  of  J . W.  Harrison . 

The  same  report  reflects  that  on  March  20,  1961,  DuBois 
advised  that  Robert  Maheu  had  paid  him  $1,000  in  cash  as  his 
retainer.  DuBois  claimed  that  Balletti  had  told  him  that  on 
October  31,  1960,  he,  Balletti,  received  a iong  distance 
4lie^>hone  call  from' Maheu  who  claimed  that  he  was  calling 
from  Los  Angeles  and  instructed  Balletti  to  contact  a Mr . 
Richardson  and  that  Richardson  would  pay  him  the  retainer . 
DuBois  was  asked  if  he  knew  John  A.  Rollins  and  he  stated 
that  he  did  not  know  anyone  by  that  name.  DuBois  was 
questioned  regarding  the  equipment  found  in  Room  331  of 
the  Riviera  Hotel  at  the  time  Balletti  was  arrested  and 


DuBois  denied  that  any  of  the  technical  equipment  aside ^from 
the  minifon  tape  recorder  and  the  cameras  belonged  to  his 
agency.  DuBois  assumed  that  the  equipment  belonged  to  J.  W. 
Harrison.  DuBois  reiterated  that  he  did  not  know  the  name 
of  the  principal  in  this  case  who  contacted  Maheu  to  have 
the  surveillance  conducted  on  Rowan.  - _ 

Bureau  report  dated  April  11,  1961  reflects  that  a 

communication  from  the  Washington  Field  Office  dated  February  13, 

h 

1961,  advised  that  Maheu  was  still  unable  to  secure  permission 
from  the  attorney  to  divulge  the  attorney’s  name  to  the  FBI. 


Maheu  denied  that  Rollins  was  the  individual  who  went  to  Las 
Vegas  with  Balletti,  stating  that  the  Kenilworth  Hotel  records 


# 
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• • 

in'  Miami  would  reflect  that  Rollins  was  there  during  the  period 
Balletti  was  in  Las  Vegas.  ! 

This  report  reflects  that  by  communication  dated  March  28, 
1961.  the  Riviera  Hotel  registration  card,  which  contained  the 
handwriting  of  the  unknown  subject,  also  known  as  J.  W.  Harrison, 
was  submitted  to  the  FBI  Laboratory  to  be  compared  with  the 
handwriting  on  the  registration  card  from  the  Kenilworth  Hotel 
at  Miami  Beach  which  bears  the  name  J.  A.  Rollins. 

According  to  a Bureau  investigative  report  dated  April  12, 
1961  at  Los  Angeles,  California, \pan  Rowan  telephonically  con- 
tacted a special  agent  of  the  Bureau  on  April  5,  1961  at  which 
time  he  advised  that  he  did  not  believe  that  he  had  any  information 
of  pertinence  to  add.  • Rowan  stated  that  he  first  heard  of 


Sam  Giancana  from  a 


with  the  Clark  County  Sheriff's 


Office,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  and  stated  that  he  had  never  met 
Giancana,  ^gg^gpdvised  that  he  has  discussed  Giancana  on 
one  or  two  occasions  with  ‘Phyllis  McGuirgS  observing  that  she 
was  hesitant  to  discuss  Giancana  and  stated  that  her  relation- 
ship with  him  took  place  long  ago  and  she  saw  no  reason  to 


discuss  it.  "McGuire  stated  that  Giancana  stj.ll  sends  her  gifts^ 
^nd^f^^^^^but  that  this  -is  entirely  his  idea  and  shg^^^ 
Nothing  to  do  with  Kim. 

\»  4 . ■ 

CIA  Involvement 

A Bureau  memorandum  dated  April  20,  1961  at  Washington, 
D.C.,  reflects  that  on  April  18,  1961,  Maheu  advised  that 
following  the  recent  invasion  of  Cuba  by  anti-Castro  forces 

Tol 


-he  was  now  in  a position  to  £urnish  additional  information  re- 
garding the  situation  involving  the  subjects  at  Las  Vegas , 
Nevada.  At  this  time,  Maheu  offered  his  explanation (set 
"forth  in  detail  in  a previous  memorandum  concerning  central 
'Intelligence  Agency  involvement  in  this  matter)  that  Rowan's 
““hotel  room  was  to  be  the  subject  of  electronic  surveillance 

‘ in  connection  with  determining  the  source  of  a leak  of  in-'" 

. » 

formation  on  the  part  of  an  individual  in  the  Chicago  area. 
Maheu  stated  that  his  work  could  be  verified  by  "Shef  Edwards", 
“Colonel  Sheffield  Edwards,  Director  of  Security,  CIA. 

The  Director  of  the  Bureau  advised  the  Attorney  General 
-by  memorandum  dated  May  22,  1961  that  the  full  investigation 
requested  in  this  matter  is  continuing,  although  the  memo 
noted  in  view  of  the  information  regarding  CIA's  attempted 
utilization  of  the "hoodlum  element”  in  connection  with  anti- 
Castro  activities,  CIA  has  requested  that  this  information 
be  handled  on  a "need— to— know"  basis.  The -Bureau  also 
attached  to  this  memorandum  the  results  of  an  interview  on 
May  3,  1961  with  Colonel  Sheffield  Edwards,  Director  of 
Security,  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  which  has  previously 
been  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  memorandum  setting  forth  the 
CIA's  involvement  in  this  matter. 

By  communication  dated  April  11,  1961,  the  FBI  Laboratory 
advised  that  the  handwriting  on  the  Kenilworth  Hotel,  Miami 
Beach,  registration  card  and  the  hand-printed  name  of  J.A. 
Rollins  was  not  comparable  with  the  handwriting  on  the  Riviera 





Hotel,  Las  Veg&s,  Nevada,  registration  card  bearing  the 
signature,  of  J.W.  Harrison.  ....  - 

:;cvc._Qn  Max  13 1961,  records  o.f  .the  Clark  County  Sheriff's 
Office  .reflect  that  the  State  charges  against  Arthur  James 
Bftlletti  .were  dismissed  on  April  24 r.  1961,  since,  the  complaining 

witness  did  not  desire  to  prosecute.  •••-  •;>.  ’ 

' 1 . . ...I- 

rr.  rrA-Bureau  investigative  report  dated  June  6,  1961  at 
Washington,.  D..  C.  reflects  that  on, May  25,  1961,  Maheu  again 
advised  of  his  involvement  with  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  in  connection  with  their  attempt  to  utilize  Giancana 
in  connection  with  the  CIA's  activities  against  the  Castro 
government.  Maheu  stated  that  the  original  contact  with 
Giancana  was  made  by  "Johnny"  who  Maheu  declined  to  further 
identify.  Maheu  stated  that  it  was  his  decision  to  have 
a microphone  coverage  installed  ^Ln^'Rowan.'.s^raom  and  he  was 
extremely  careful  as  he  did  not  want  to  involve  the  CIA. 

Maheu  advised  that  DuBois  did  not  know  the  CIA's  interest  in 
this  matter  and  in  requesting  DuBois  to  handle  the  assign- 
ment, he  had  used  a pretext  indicating  to  DuBois  that  a Los 
Angeles,  California  attorney  had  made  the  original  request 

for  coverage  Maheu  still  denied  that  he  had  called 

one 

DuBois  instructing  him  to  send  only/man  to  Los  Angeles  and 
that  he,  Maheu,  would  supply  the  second  man.  Maheu  sub- 
sequently advised  that  he  had  sent  word  to  Sam  Giancana  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  investigation  following  his  Bureau 
interview  on  May  25,  1961. 


*.  ^ 
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An  FBI  report  dated  June  26,  1961  at  Miami,  Florida 
reflects  that  Edward  DuBois  arid  Arthur  Balletti,  after 
viewing  a photo  of  John  Roselli,  said  on  June  20,  1961  that 
they  did  not  recognize  him  and  that  they  have  not  been  in 

contact  with  him  in  connection  with  their  investigation  of  Rowan  ai 

• ‘ 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  However,  one  employee  of  the  Kenilworth 
Hotel  advised  that  she  believed  the  photograph  of  John  Roselli, 
was  a photograph  of  J.A.  Rollins,  but  could  not  make  a 
positive  identification  without  seeing  the  man  in  person. 

An  FBI  report  dated  June  29,  1961,  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada, 
reflects  that  on  June  17,  1961,  the  manager  of  the  Riviera 
Hotel  advised  that  he  knows  John  Roselli  by  sight  and  that 
so  far  as  he  knew,  Roselli  had  never  stayed  at  that  hotel 
and  he  felt  sure  that  Roselli  was  not  the  individual  who 
checked  into  the  hotel  on  October  26,  1960,  using  the  name 
J.W.  Harrison. 

According  to  a Bureau  investigative  report  dated  June  30, 
1961,  at  Los  Angeles,  Robert  Maheu  advised  on  June  29,  1961 
that  the  "Johnny"  to  whom  he  made  contact  with  Sam  Giancana 
was  John  Roselli  and  that  he  discussed  the  plan  to  wire  Bowan's 
room  with  Roselli  before  it  was  done.  It  was  pointed  out  to 
Maheu  that  the  explanation  he  gave  in  a previous  interview 
for  wiring  Rowan  ^jroon^  did  not  appear  logical  and  was  far 
removed  from  the  purpose  for  which  he  was  hired  by  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency.  Maheu  stated  that  he  would  stick  to  the 
explanation  previously  given  and  wished  to  add  that  he  would 
never  have  ordered  Rowan's  room  wired  except  for  his  connection 
with  the  CIA. 


An  FBI  investigative  report  dated  July  19,  1961,  at 
. ■" 

Chicago,' reflects  that  Samuel  M.  Giancana  was  interviewed 
at  O' Hare  International  Airport,  Chicago,  on  July  12,  1961 
by  special  agents  of  the  Bureau  and  he  refused  to  make  any 
comment  regarding  Maheu  and  refused  to  admit  that  he  was 

acquainted  with^fSn  Rowan.-  In  the  course  of  the  interview,'  

Giancana  became  very  abusive  and  obscene.  During  this  time, 

Tiiss  phyllis  McGuire^  who  apparently  traveled  with  Giancana, 
was  also  interviewed  by  special  agents  of  the  Bureau,  although 
the  results  of  that  interview  were  not  reflected.  The 
special  agents'  conversation  with  Giancana  was  terminated  upon 
the  appearance  ft  Miss  McGuire.  Giancana  left  Accompanied  by 
jyj^g^cGuire . 

An  FBI  report  dated  July  20,  1961  at  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, reflects  that  Maheu  was  interviewed  on  July  15,  1961 
and  persisted  in  his  story  with  respect  to  the  bugging  of* 

Rowan ' s hotel  room.  Maheu  denied  that  the  installation  of 
the  device  in  Rowan's  room  was  made  at  the  request  or  for 
the  benefit  of  Sam  Giancana  or  John  Roselli. 

The  same  report  reflects  that  Roselli  was  interviewed 
on  July  7,  1961,  and  admitted  that  he  had  known  Maheu  for 
approximately  5 years.  When  asked  if  he  knew  Giancana,  Roselli 
stated,  "Let's  discuss  the  weather.  I do  not  care  to  answer 
any  more  questions." 

% 

On  August  2,  1961,  United  States  Attorney  Howard  W. 
Babcock,  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  advised  that  he  is  not  certain 
that  it  could  be  proven  that  any  information  received  by 
Balletti  and  the  unknown  subject  was  ever  "disseminated"  and  also 


he  was  very  concerned  about  the  possibility  of  information 
becoming  known  of  Robert  Maheu  performing  work  for  the  CIA. 


By  letter  dated  October  13,  1961,  Mr.  Babcock  noted 
that  his  successor  assumes  office  Oh  October  16,  1961  and, 
therefore,  felt  it  appropriate  that  his  successor  review  the 
file  and  investigative  reports. 

In  response  to  a request  from  the  Criminal  Division 
dated  January  31,  1962,  the  Bureau  ascertained  from  the 
Director  of  Security  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  Col. 
Sheffield  Edwards,  that  his  Agency  would  object  to  any 
prosecution  which  would  necessitate  the  use  of  CIA  personnel 
or  CIA  information  and  that  the  introduction  of  any  evidence 
concerning  the  CIA  operation  would  be  most  embarrassing  to 
the  United  States  Government.  This  Bureau  reply  was  dated 
February  9,  1962. 

In  response  to  an  additional  request  from  the  Criminal 
Division  dated  March  19,  1962,  the  Bureau  replied,  by  memo- 
randum dated  April  10,  1962,  that  Col.  Edwards  advised  that 
Maheu 's  prosecution  undoubtedly  would  lead  to  exposure  of 
most  sensitive  information  relating  to  the  abortive  Cuban 
invasion  in  April  1961  and  in  view  of  this,  his  Agency  ob- 
jects to  the  prosecution  of  Maheu. 

By  memorandum  dated  April  24,  1962,  Mr.  Herbert  J. 

Miller,  Jr.,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Criminal  Division, 

advised  the  Attorney  General  that  it  is  clear  that  the 

national  interest  will  preclude  any  prosecution  resulting  from 

the  Nevada  wiretap  case,  adding  at  the  conclusion  of  the  memo 
that  prosecutive  action  will^pe Reclined. 


r . 


1 - Mr.  J.  B.  Adams 
1 - Mr.  W.  V.  Cleveland 


The  Attorney  General  September  3,  jlW 

?&:;■  X 2 - Mr.  J.  A.  Mints' 

Mhm4a// fry  (1  -Mr.  J.  B.  Hotte>.|pife? 

**•*?*>  ™ i - Mr.  W.  R.  WannaU  ; 

* y/  O 1 - Mr.  W.  O.  Cregar : '■? 

DOTED  STATES  SENATE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  1 - Mr.  F.  J.  Cassidy 
wi  INTELLIGENCE  ACTIVITIES  (SSC)  - 
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Befenaet  Is  mads  to  tbs  letter  addressed  to  Mr*  Shaheen 
from  the  SSC  dated  August  25,  1975,  which  requested  staff  access  to 
"all  memoranda  written  by  Special  Agent  Sam  Paplch  or  special  Agent 
Mef  Kurts  coacernlag  contacts  between  any  CIA  personnel  and  fa)  Bobeit 
Mahen;  (b)  Sam  Giancana;  <c)  John  Boselll;  or  (d)  Santos  foafflcante  daring 
the  period  1960-1962."  1/ 


Attached  for  your  approval  and  forwarding  to  the  SSC  is  toe 
original  of  a memorandum  which  responds  to  the  request  contained  in  the 
kbove-menttoned  SSC  letter. 


Enclosures 

i 

62-116295 


[ A copy  of  thp\  memormadnm  Is  also  being  furnished  tor  year 

recortfc^  -Mi  - ' - - 


L A Jit*  t 

***  ^ — — - - * — — ■ s\  ( 


1 - The  Deputy  Attorney  General 

Attention:  Michael  E.  Shaheea,  Jr* 
__  Special  Ooonael  ter 
; fctelligence  Coordination 


D«p.  AD  Adm.  _ 
Dap.  AD  In*. 
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SEP  19  1975 
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Comb.  Sy«t. * ' * r **  *» 

Ext.  Affairs We  have  previously  disseminated  information  to  the  SSC  concerning 

ZTiL^lZ  Information  developed  re  CIA  involvement  with  the  hoodlum  element  as  it 
u^'.n  concerns  efforts  to  assassinate  Fidel  Castro.  We  first  became  aware  of  such 
— CIA  Involvement  in  connection  with  obr  Investigation  of  an  Unauthorised  £ c 
Laboratory  Publication  or  Use  of  Communications  case  involving  one  Arthur  James  BaDetti 

r i .»|J  i tAs  J \\^  / V '\i i • ..  '/s  ir/vtip  Vvwwrwipn  _ BACV  t 


:iTSB>2^r“ 


V lv  ; -XtiW  NOTE  CONTINUED  - PAGE  2 


ETYPE  UNIT  1 I 


OPO  $«•:.» 


The  Attorney  General 


MOTE  CONTINUED: 

in  1961.  Prior  to  that  investigation,  we  had  developed  information  through 
a source  that  Sam  Giancana  was  involved  in  an  operation  to  assassinate 
Fidel  Castro;  however,  that  information  did  not  concern  inyolvenwnt  with  - 
any  Government  agency.  Information  developed  in  connection  with  the 
Balletti  case  surfaced  CIA’s  involvement  with  Robert  Maheu,  Sam  Giancana, 
and  John  Roselli,  the  latter  two  being  hoodlums.  We  promptly  disseminated 
this  information  to  the  Attorney  General.  All  pertinent  material  has  been 
made  available  to  the  SSC;  however,  they  continue  to  seek  underlying  material 
on  which  our  dissemination  was  based.  One  of  the  SSC  investigators  recently 
interviewed  former  SA  Papich  who  indicated  to  the  investigator  he  had 
dictated  a number  of  memoranda  concerning  CIA’s  involvement  wito  hoodlums. 
Apparently,  based  on  that  interview,  the  SSC  has  now  made  this  adthttonal 
request.  Extensive  file  reviews  of  all  individuals  mentioned  in  the  SSC 
request  have  been  made  and  a number  of  memoranda  dictated  by  Papich  have 
been  found.  None  of  these  memoranda  shed  any  additional  light  on 
assassination  attempts  against  Castro.  They  do  show,  however,  continuing 
contact  between  representatives  of  the  CIA  and  John  Roselli  during  the  period 
we  were  mounting  an  operation  against  Roselli.  They  further  show  that  CIA 
officiate  did  not  consider  attempting  to  interfere.withour  operations  or 
prosecution  of  Roselli.  Section  Chief  R.  J.  McCarthy,  Criminal  Intelligence 
and  Organized  Crime  Section,  Special  Investigative  Division,  has  advised 
that  the  Special  Investigative  Division  interposes  no  objection  to  making  the 
documents  available  for  review  by  the  SSC. 
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1 - Mr.  J.  B.  Adams 
1 - Mr.  W.  V.  Cleveland 
2-Mr.  J.  A.  Mints  ; 

(1  - Mr.  J.  B.  Hotis) 

1 - Mr.  W.  R.  WaimaR  y • 

Septembers,  1075 

1 - Mr.  W.  O.  Cregar^,;;vv 
1 - Mr.  F.  J. 

U.  S.  SENATE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  TO  Cassidy 

STUDY  GOVERNMENTAL  OPERATIONS  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  INTELLIGENCE  ACTIVITIES  (SSC)  . i _j 


RE:  REQUEST  FOR  STAFF  ACCESS  TO 

UNDERLYING  MATERIALS  LOGICALLY 
RELATED  TO  INFORMATION  IN  FBI 
FILES  CONCERNING  ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS  AGAINST  FIDEL  CASTRO 
IN  WHICH  THE  CENTRAL  INTELUGENCE  AGENCY 
WAS  INVOLVED 


sSfj 

2^(5-  Reference  is  made  to  the  letter  to  Michael  E.  Shahoen, 

ff  0^5.  special  Counsel  for  Intelligence  Coordination,  Office  at 

S Cu  «■  General.  U.  S.  Department  of  Justice,  dated  August  25,  1375,  ^fLji 

0 Z o Slgiiiff  Director,  Domestic  Intelligence  Task  Force,  of  captioned  Committee.  \> 

§ S v Referenced  letter  requested  Committee  access  to  *W1  memoranda 

5 written  by  Special  Agent  Sam  Papich  or  feeclal  Agent  Mef 

1 323.  LL  anfOA  personnel  and  (a)] Wbert MShau;  (b ^ ‘ 

o — ^(c)  John  Resell!;  or  (d)  Santos  Trafficante  during  the  period  1960-1963. 

— The  "Mef  Burts"  mentioned  above  is  Identical  with  former  ^ectel  “ 
5*  hfo^ert  W.  Kuhrts,  who  retired  from  the  FBI  on  November  21,  1962.  ^ 

y For  your  information,  Mr.  Khhrts  acrT"f  ^ 

$ ,\  atafi  of  the  FBIuntU  May  29,  1961,  when  he  was  transferred  to^ the  Inspection 
to  Division  of  the  FBL  From  November  16,  1961,  until  Jamtt^  4,  ***** 

^Lstemporsrily  assigned  to  tbs  FBI  Domestic  liaison  riaff  U>\ tenfflej W^ea 
of  foriw  fecial  Agent  Sam  Papich,  who  was  on  a special  assignment  \A 
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Senate  Select  Committee  on  intelligence  Activities  (SSC) ^ ;---o 

JRe:  Request  tor  Staff  Access  to  Underlying  Materials  I^cafy 
Belated  to  Information  In  FBI  Files  Concerning  Assassination 
Mr  ^S^s  Against  Fidel  Castro  In  which  toe  Central 
•:>;£%  was  Involved  ‘ mmm 


".Vv;  -ij;."'  ' ' •: • 

••  . •.  • ....  ■'  \... 

• . . 

dated  May  4.  1961,  captioned  "Arthur  James  Balletti,  etaL ; J*®*^^* 
Publication  or  Use  o I Communications,  * which  reported  his  tatemew  of  ; && 
Colonel  Sheffield  Edwards,  then  Wrectorof  Security  of 
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA),  on.  May  *,  MU  Safi  access  to  tMs  document 
was  provided  to  Messrs,  djjpteln  and^Pbstal  on  Angnst  20,  1275. 

With  regard  to  memoranda  written  by  Mr.  Paplch  concerning 
the  subject  matter  of  interest  Airing  the  period  1060-1963,  extensive  file 
review  has  located  the  following  documents:  \\ 

to  a memorandum  dated  February  2,  1962,  captioned 
"Arthur  James  Balletti,  et  «L , .Unauthorised  Publicationor  Usedt 
Comnmnicattans,"  which  reported  a P^gch  contort  <*  Colom* 

Edwards  on  February  7,  1962,  at  Department  of  Just^  totoettoa^to 

determine  If  CIA  would  object  to  the  Institution  of  a criminal  p»se<^oa 
In  which  Robert  M&beu  might  be  a defendant.  Messrs.  Epstein  and  Postal 
reviewed  this  document  on  August  20,  1976. 

Memorandum  dated  April  5,  1962,  captioned  "Arthur  James 
«t  aL . Unauthorized  Publication  or  Use  of  Communications, 
which  reported  a contact  of  Colonel  Edwards  by  Paplch  on  April  2,  1962, 
at  toe  request  of  toe  Department  of  Justice.  ThUmemoronto  was 
reviewed  by  Messrs.  Epstein  aad  Postal  on  August  20,  1976. 

Memorandum  dated  April  IS,  1962,  captioned  "Arthur  Ames 
steiwti  et  aL.  Unauthorized  Publication  or  Use  of  Communications," 

which  reported  that  Colonel ^^dsadvtoed L2S!2^J^2^^Srnina 
aerkms  consideration  to  conferring  with  the  Department  of  Justice  concerning 


aoH  embarrassment  such  action  couM  cause  tee  U. 

Government.  Mr.  Edwards  Indicated  it  was  Ms  understand*  tt* J*"*f 
contact  was  tauto  It  would  be  with  the  Attorney  General  or  Mr.  Herbert  J^^- 
Millar,  Jr.,  Aaatstant  Attorney  General,  Criminal  Division  of  toa  Depagmi^ 


*3 

■ KjZ 

« 
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Senate  Select  Committee  on  intelligence  Activities  (8SC) 


Beqoect  tor  Staff  Access  to  Underlying  Materials  Logically 
Belated  to  Information  in  FBI  Files  Concerning  Assassination  f01§?§ 
Attempts  Against  Fidel  Castro  in  which  the  Central  Intelligence  ^encj  :. 
Vu  Involved  clMmi 


Memorandum  dated  June  21,  1963,  which  reported  a Papich  , 
interview  of  William  Harvey,  a CIA  employee,  charged  with  closing  out 
the  relationship  between  CIA  and  John  BosellL  According  to  Harvty  ho 
had  met  with  RoselU  on  Jose  20,  1963,  for  that  purpose. 

The  pertinent  portions  of  this  Interview  were  reported  la  cor 
di ssemlnatton  to  too  Attorney  General,  dated  March  6,  1967,  captioned 
’’Central  Intelligence  Agency**  Intentions  to  Send  Hoodlums  to  Cuba  to 
Assassinate  Castro.*’ 

A copy  of  the  above-mentioned  commnnication  has  been  provided 
to  your  Committee.  V\ 

Extensive  file  review  has  located  a mtmber  of  documents  which, 
while  not  in  the  time  frame  of  year  request,  do  have  a bearing  on  toe  subject 
of  interest.  These  memoranda  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Papich  between  the 
years  1966-1968  and  for  the  most  part  concern  contacts  between  John  Roselli 
and  William  Harvey.  Harvey  was  charged  with  winding  up  the  relationship 
between  Roselli  and  CIA.  One  memorandum,  dated  June  8,  1966,  concerns 
advice  from  CIA  that  that  Agency  had  terminated  its  working  arrangement 
with  Robert  Mahan. 

Ths  above-mentioned  documents  art  available  for  review  in 
Boom  4171,  J.  Edgar  Hoover  Building,  by  appropriate  personnel  of  the 
Committee  staff.  ^ _ 


1 - The  Attorney  General 
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September  11.  1975 


Honorable  Edward  H.  Levi 
Attorney  General 
Department  of  Justice 
Washington,  D.  C.  20530 


Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 

You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  Comnittee  is 
completing  its  work  on  an  interim  report  on  the  assassination  question. 
Evidence  relating  to  critical  aspects  to  the  report  have  recently  come 
to  the  attention  of  our  staff.  It  appears  that  certain  documentary 
and  other  evidence  in  the  possession  of  your  Department  has  direct  and 
material  bear ins  upon  our  ability  to  fully  explore  these  new  natters. 


In  consultation  with  the  Chairman,  it  has  been  determined  that 
these  natters  should  be  assigned  the  highest  priority.  Accordingly* 
it  is  requested  that  you  provide  such  assistance  as  may  be  appropriate 
to  facilitate  production  of  the  materials  called  for  by  the  attached 
document  request  which  has  been  transmitted  to  !Ir.  Ilichacl  E.  Shaneen,  Jr., 
your  Special  Counsel  for  Intelligence  Coordination.  It  is  anticipated 
that  witnesses  having  information  relative  to  these  new  natters  under 
investigation  will  be  interviewed  as  early  as  Tuesday  of  the  coning 
week. 

While  it  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  that  the  Coraaittee  must 
request  this  further  burdening  of  your  resources,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  specificity  of  this  request  will  expedite  compliance. 


Your  continuing  cooperation  in  support  of  our  mandate  is  greatly 
appreciated. 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  TO 
STUDY  GOVERNMENTAL  OPERATIONS  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  INTELLIGENCE  ACTIVITIES 
(pursuant  TO  ••  *«•  fit  I*™  CONGMW) 
WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20510 

September  11,  1975 


Michael  E.  Shaheen,  Jr.,  Esquire 
Special  Counsel  for  Intelligence 
Coordination 

Office  of  the  Deputy  Attorney  General 
U.  S.  Department  of  Justice 
Washington,  D.  C.  20530 

Dear  Mr.  Shaheen: 

The  following  list  of  documents  and  materials  contained  in  the 
FBI  and  Justice  Department  files  are  hereby  requested  by  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  Government  Operations  with  Respect  to  Intelligence 

Activities: 

(D  Memorandum  of  February  27,  1962  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
ueneral  re:  John  Rosselli. 

ff\  FBI  Report  of  January  3,  1962  contained  in  Bureau  file 
#92-3171 . 

1 »’  CIj)  Memorandum  of  January  12,  1962  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 

q v\  General  re:  Nevada  Gambling  Industry. 

Vi  ^ raI  Re?ort  of  October  17;  1962  contained  in  Bureau  file 


n 


092-3267. 


/D 


. 5 FBI  Report  of  November  11,  1962  re:  Crime  Conditions  in 
tA  lis  Angeles  contained  in  field  file  *94-250  Los  Angeles. 

Memorandum  of  July  9,  1963  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
General  re:  Samuel  Giancana. 

_ ^ V 

Report  of  July  15,  1963  contained  in  Bureau  file  £9 2-3267* 
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FBI  Report  of  August  5,  1963  contained  in  Bureau  file 
^2-3171. 


I tens  9 and  10  are  contained  in  documents  previously  made  available 
for  inspection  by  A.  Postal.  — — 

fbi  Memorandum  of  April  5*  1968  from  Brennan  to  Sullivan. 

rfjft  FBI  Memorandum  of  February  6,  1962  fron  Rosen  to  Beloont. 

1 

(Ilf.  Letter  from  Department  of  Army,  Security  Division,  received 
.V  April  3,  1962,  and  contained  in  the  Samuel  Giancana  correspondence 
file,  in  Organized  Crime  and  Racketeering  Section,  Criminal  Division 

fig)  FBI  Report  of  October  10,  1961  contained  in  Bureau  file 
#92-3267. 

FBI  Report  of  November  22,  1961  contained  in  Bureau  file 
#92-3267. 

FBI  Report  of  August  4,  1961  contained  in  Bureau  file 
#92-3267 . 

Memorandum  of  March  7,  1961  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
General  in  abovementioned  Giancana  correspondence  file. 

Memorandum  of  May  18,  1961  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
General . 

(2?  Letter  to  Attorney  General  from  Director,  FBI  of  December 
11,  1961,  re:  Giancana  or  Rosselli. 

Letter  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney  General  of  November  2A, 
1961,  re:  Giancana  or  Rosselii. 

19.  FBI  Report  of  January  28,  1961  contained  in  DOJ  file  #82-46-5. 

20.  FBI  Report  of  July  18,  1961  contained  in  DOJ  file  #82—46—5. 

^ ) 21.  Memorandum  re:  AUSA  in  Las  Vegas  of  August  16,  1961,  and 

" contained  in  DOJ  file  #82-46-5'. 

22.  Note  of  October  6,  1961  contained  in  DOJ  file  #82-46-5. 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  TO 
STUDY  GOVERNMENTAL  OPERATIONS  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  INTELLIGENCE  ACTIVITIES 
(pursuant  to  s.  rel  si.  wth  congress) 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20510 


September  11.  1975 


Michael  E.  Shaheen,  Jr.,  Esquire 
Special  Counsel  for  Intelligence 
Coordination 

Office  of  the  Deputy  Attorney  General 
U.  S.  Department  of  Justice 
Washington,  D.  C.  20530 

Dear  Mr.  Shaheen: 

The  following  list  of  documents  and  materials  contained  in  the 
FBI  and  Justice  Department  files  are  hereby  requested  by  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  Government  Operations  with  Respect  to  Intelligence 
Activities: 

* 

FBI  Memorandum  of  November  1,  1967  from  Brennan  to  Sullivan. 
© FBI  Memorandum  of  May  8,  1967  from  Brennan  to  Sullivan. 

(Q  FBI  Memorandum  of  June  21,  1963  from  Brennan  to  Sullivan. 
f • ^4^  FBI  Report  of  March  10,  1962  contained  in  Bureau  file  #92-3267. 

If  ^ ' 

Letter  of  July  9,  1963  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney  General, 
contained  in  aboveaentioned  Giancana  correspondence  file. 

q 6.  Letter  from  Robert  Plummer  to  Phil  White  of  February  6,  1962 « 
l^Lr'  contained  in  abovementioned  Giancana  correspondence  file. 

Memorandum  of  July  14,  1961  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
eneral,  re:  Giancana  or  Rosselli. 
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Memorandum  of  July  26,  1961  from  Director,  FBI  to  Attorney 
ifeneral , re:  Ciancana  or  Eosselli. 


Sincerely, 


Director 

Domestic  Intelligent  Task  Force 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM  OF  INFORMATION/PRTVACY  ACTS  SECTION 


SUBJECT:  FIDEL  CASTRO 


FILE  NUMBER:  62-80750  CROSS-REFERENCES 
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SUBJECT:  CENTRAL  II 
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ICENCE  AGENCY  (CIA)  l - Personnel  File  of  Robert  Mah 
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[AHEU  ASSOCIATES  2/,f. 


Maheu  is  a former  Bureau  Agent  who  entered  on  duty  in  1940 'at 
resigned  in  1947.  For  several  years  he  has  been  operating  a private 
investigative  agency  which  has  included  the  handling  of  public  relation 
business.  The  Bureau  has  been  most  circumspect  in  its  dealings  with 
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INTELLIGENCE  AGENCT'8 
INTENTIONS  TO  SEND  UOODLOMSTD 
CUBA  TO  ASSASSINATE  CASTBO 


1 - Hr;  DeLoach 
1 - Mr*  Gale 
1 - Mr.  Wink 
1 * Mr,  Sullivan 

. * 

March  6V  1967 

-Mr.  paplch 
. Mannall 
inspector 
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Our  fllea  contain  the  followlag  Information  concerning 
ix  -.the  captioned  matter,  much  of  vhich  has  been  furnished  by  the 
^ ^ C^Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  on  n strictly  highly 

V/  confidential.  hull.  In  view  of  thin.  It  is 


confidential  **aaeed-t^-¥£d»w  basis.  In  view  of  this,  it 
retuested  that  it  be  handled  on  a moat  restrictive  basis. 


This  matter  first  Came  to  our^Attention  In’  the  Spring 
of  1961  In 'connection  vith  our  investigation  of  a violation 
of  the  Unauthorised  Publication  or  Vie  of  Communications  Statute 
on  the  part  of  Arthur  James'Aallett  1 , mho  had  been  arrested  by  _/ 
local  authorities  in  fas  Teg  as,  Nevada,  on  a local  wire  tapping  AA, 
charge.  Ballet ti  and  another  unidentified  individual  in  \J; 

October,  1960,  had  reportedly  placed  a wire  tap  on  the  telephone  ‘ 
of -Dan  Iowan, ’a  member  of  the  comedy  team  of  Iowan  and  Martin. 

Pns  at  the  time  reportedly  was  engaged  to^PfeylliS  McGuire  * 4 

f the  well-known  McGuire  Sisters  singing  trio  who  was  also 
noun  to  be  a girl  friend  of  8am  Giancana,  a top  hoodlum.  ^ 

During  the  course  of  the  Balletti  investigation  it 
ascertained  that  lobert  A.  Mahsu,  a private  detective,  was 
nyolved.  Maheu  during  interview  claimed  he  ordered  coverage 
f Iowan  in  behalf  of  CIA's  efforts  to  obtain  Intelligence 
Ji,nformatloa  in  Cuba  through  the  hoodlum  element,  including  8am 
HEtiancana,  which  had  interests  there.  Maheu  said  he  was  put  in 
contact  with  Giancana  in/eo enaction  with  these  intelligence 
activities  through  John  aoselli,  a Los  Angeles  hoodlum.  Maheu 
stated  also  that  he  authorised  the  wifl'Bf  ©1 


f had  discussed  the  ms 


h Boselli 


4 MAR  ? 

of  the  afigyytas  furnished  to  former 

Attorney  General  lobert  ?•  Kennedy  by  letter  daUKP'May  12,  1961, 
Which  enclosed  a memorandum  of  the  samn  date  containing  data 
available  on  lay  3,  1961,  by  Colonel  fiheff laid  Sdwards, 
o at  that  time  was  Director  of  Security  at  CIA,  regarding  his 
tllisation  of  Maheu  in  connection  with  anti-Castro  activities,  fj 
lace  our  files  Show  that  Mr.  Kennedy  returned  the  original  ¥ 
f our  letter  and  its  enclosed  memorandum  dated  lay  22.  1961 
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the  Attorney  General 


to  us  for  filing  purposes,  a eopy  of  the  Kay  22,  1901a  memo- 
randum is  attached  hereto  for  your  information.  bf£0O; 

Tou  will  note  that  Colonel  Idwarde  advised  he  personally 
contacted  Robert  Maheu  during  the  Fall  of  1960  tor  the  purpose 
of  using  Maheu  as  a "cutout"  in  contacts  with  Sam  Giancana  la 
connection  with  CXA*s  clandestine  efforts  against  Castro. 

Colonel  Sdwards  stated  that  Giancana *s  activities  were  completely 
"backstopped"  by  Maheu,  who  would  frefuently  report  Giancana's 
actions  and  information  to  Sdwards.  Mo  details  or  methods  used 
by  Maheu  or  Giancana  in  accomplishing  their  missions  were 
reported  to  him,  according  to  Idwards,  as  such  involved  "dirty 
business,"  of  which  Colonel  Sdwards  could  sot  afford  to  have 
knowledge.  Accordingly,  he  said  he  had  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  above-mentioned  wire  tapping  by  Balletti.  v 

• Further  with  respect  to  this  matter,  1 was  informed  of 
the  following  on  a highly  confidential  basis  by  former  Attorney 
General  Kennedy  during  a conference  in  my  office  on  May  9,  1962: 

■ He. indicated  that  a few  days  prior  thereto  he  had 
been  advised  by  CIA  that  Robert  A.  Maheu  had  been  hired  by  C ZA 
to  approach  Sam  Giancana  with  a proposition  of  paying  $150,000 
to  hire  some  gunmen  to  go  into  Cuba  and  kill  Castro.  He  further 
stated  CIA  admitted  having  assisted  Maheu  in  making  the  "bugging" 
installation  in  Las  Fegas  (referred  to  above)  which  uncovered 
this  clandestine  operation  and  for  this  reason  CIA  could  not 
afford  to  have  any  action  taken  against  Giancana  or  Maheu. 

Mr.  Kennedy  stated  that  upon  learning  CZA  had  not  cleared  its 
action  in  hiring  Maheu  and  Giancana  with  the  Department  of 
Justice  be  issued  orders  that  CZA  should  never  again  take  such 
steps  without  first  check! qg  with  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Mr.  Kennedy  further  advised  that  because  of  this 
matter  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  Initiate  any  prosecution  agalnsi 
Giancana,  as  Giancana  could  immediately  bring  out  the  fact  the 
Vnited  States  Government  had  approached  him  to  arrange  for  the 
assassination  of  Castro.  He  stated  the  same  was  true  concerning 
any  action  we  might  takemgalnst  Maheu  for  any  violation  la  which 
he  might  become  involved. 

Ga  June  SO,  1963,  Mr.  Vllliam  Harvey,  an  official  of 
CIA,  advised  that  he  had  held  a meeting  with  John  Roselll 
(referred  to  above  as  Maheu* ■ link  with  Giancana)  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  out  the  entire  natter  with  which  Roselll  had  been 
involved.  In  this  connection,  Harvey  stated  that  CZA  had 

- * - 
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The  Attorn* y General 


established  contact  with  Roselli  in  "early  1961"  with  respect  to 
* sensitive  operation  against  Castro.  Harvey  said  that  for  all 
Intents  and  purposes  the  operation  was  discontinued  and  canceled 
after  the  ill-fated  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  in  April,  1961,  but 
Roselli  had  not  been  completely  cut  off,  as  he  periodically 
indicated  he  was  in  a position  to  be  of  assistance. 


It  appears  Roselli  has  since  that  time,  nevertheless, 
used  his  prior  connections  with  CIA  to  his  best  advantage,  for 
example,  in  Hay,  1966,  when  contacted  by  Agents  of  this  Bureau 
in  connection  with  our  current  invest igat ion  of  his  activities 
he  refused  to  talk  and  immediately  flew  to  Washington,  D.  C. , 
and  ooniult+d  with  Colon*  1 Shtffitld  Edvards*  who  Is  now  rvt trod 
from  CIA.  Colonel  Bdwards  in  turn  advised  CIA,  which  told  us. 
Hr.  Howard  J.  Osborn,  the  present  Director  of  Security,  CIA, 
freely  has  admitted  to  us  that  Roselli  has  CIA  in  an  unusually 
vulnerable  position  and  that  he  would  have  no  «ualms  about 
embarrassing  CIA  if  it  served  his  own  forests.  In  furnishing 
this  information,  Hr.  Osborn  asked  that  it  be  held  within  this 
Bureau  on  a strictly  need- to  -know  basis 

In  light  of  the  above  information  furnished  us  by  CIA 
and  former  Attorney  General  Kennedy,  it  appears  that  data  which 
came  to  our  attention  in  October,  1960,  possibly  pertains  to  the 
captioned  matter.  At  that  time  a source  close  to  Olaneana 
advised  that  during  a conversation  with  several  friends  Olaneana 
stated  that  fldel  Castro  was  "to  be  done  away  with  very  shortly. 
Olaneana  reportedly  assured  those  present  that  Castro  » 
assassination  would  occur  in  Hovember,  1960,  and  that  be  had 
already  met  with  the  assassin-to-be  on  three  sponsions,  the  last 
meeting  having  taken  plaee  on  a boat  docked  at  the  fostadmbleau 
Hotel,  Miami  Beach,  Florida.  Reportedly,  Olaneana  claimed  that 

everything  had  been  perfected  for  the  killing  and  the assassin 

had  arranged  with  a girl,  sot  further  described,  to  drop  a pill 
in  Castro's  drink  or  food. 


Also  of  possible  interest  is  a news  article  carried  in 
the  August  16,  1963,  issue  of  the  "Chicago  Bun  Times."  This 
artiole  carried  the  headline,  "CIA  Bought  Olaneana' s Kelp  For 
Cuba  Spying,"  and  it  was  reported  therein  that  CIA  agents  had 
contacted  Olaneana  in  an  effort  to  obtain  Cuban  intelligence 
after  Castro  cane  into  power. 


1 - The  Deputy  Attorney  General  (Enclosure) 
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HOTS: 


See  cover  memorandum  Wannall  to  Sullivan,  same  caption, 
Harch  6,  1967,  GCM:aas. 

Classified  "Top  Secret"  inasmuch  as  information  contained 

herein  is  so  classified  by  CIA.  \j^ 


- 4 - 

TOP^SjiCRET 


tot  0-1*4 


cniOMAt^OftM  NO.  to 
AAV  1*43  COITION 

fCt*  GKM.  4tO  no.  9* 


UNITED  STATES  G 


Memorandum 

W.  C.  Sulliv^p 


m-n 

IN  ENVELOPE' 


FROM 


dcB^‘ 


1 - Mr.  DeLoach 
1 - Ur.  Gale 
1 - Mr.  Wick 

date;  March  6,  1967 


Tclscn  — 
DeLc  sch  . 
Mchr  -rV 


CcEi-.cr. . 
Cor.rai  _ 
Felt 

Roto 

Sulr  Jbn  V 


Tfotter 

Tele.  Rcor. 

Holmes 

Gandy 


BjEClv  ^Q^PNTRAL  INTEL 
/\VJ  INTENTIONS  T 

' V X CUBA  TO  ASSA 

1 -'vVc^  DECLASSIFIED  BY_j£j 


«v 

< i 

£ IN 


*3 
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. 1 - Mr.  Wannall  t. 

2T.  &i^ENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY'S  1 - inspector  ^ , a J/P-r, 

A\v  INTENTIONS  TO  SEND  HOODLUMS  TOV^  Ucbs&'l'U  J4  I \ 

V X CUBA  TO  ASSASSIMTECASTRO  ferk+ • j vU^ 

DECLASSIFIED nv  ^ 2J/«a7&0  ^ I V VTv 

. In  accordance  with  instructions!  attached  letter  has 

been  prepared  for  Attorney  General  setting  forth  all  data  in  our 
* files  concerning  captioned  matter.  Briefly,  information  being 
’ furnished  is  as  follows : \V  t . / 7 , T"-  .} 

s ( :./■>■  . - / : S’- 

Matter  first  came  to  our  attention  in  Spring  of  1961 
in  connection  with  our  investigation  of  violation  of  Unauthorized 
Publication  or  Use  of  Communications  Statute  on  the  part  of 
Arthur  James  Balletti,  arrested  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  by  local 
authorities  on  wire  tapping  charge.  Wire  tap  involved  was  on 
telephone  of  Dan  Rowan,  member  of  Rowan  and  Martin  comedy  team. 
5?Rowan  at  the  time  reportedly  was  engaged  "toT>hyllis  McGuire,  girl 
friend  of  top  hoodlum  Sam  Giancana  and  member  of  McGuire  Sisters 
siting  trio. ^ Q 

Through  our  investigation  we  determined  involvement  of 
1 Robert  A.  Maheu,  private  detective,  who  stated  coverage  on  Rowan  jfW 
1 instituted  in  behalf  of  Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  efforts 
• to  obtain  Cuban  intelligence  data  through  hoodlum  element,  including 
Sam  Giancana.  Maheu  was  in  contact  with  Giancana  through  services^ 
of  John  Roselli,  another  hoodlum,  and  Maheu  authorized  wiring  of  ^ 
^Rowan's  room.  -n, 

I 

{ .■»  We  checked  matter  with  CIA  on  5/3/61  and  learned  CIA  \\ 

JTas vtfti 1 iz i ng  Maheu  as  intermediary  with  Sam  Giancana  relative 
^tpVCIA 's  "dirty  bus  iness,vanti- Castro  activities.  CIAJLnsl.sted  \l 
vff *did  not  give  Maheu  any  instructions  relative  to  use  of 
technical  installations.  By  letter  5/22/61  we  furnished  former 
Attorney  General  Kennedy  a memorandum  containing  a rundown  on  E 

CIA's  involvement  in  this.  The  originals  of  the  letter  and  a 

memorandum  were  returned  to  us  for  filing  purposes.  A copy  g 

of  that  memorandum  is  b§ ipg  attached  to  instant  letter  being  sent  ► 

to  Attorney  General.  "T  1 

On  5/9/62  Kennedy  discussed  with  the  dIlt.  ctor  a'  number  « 
of  matters,  including  admission  by  CIA  that  Robert  Maheu  had  been  ^ 

_ * I I W llm  ^ L AS 
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Memorandum  for  Mr.  Sullivan 

Re:  CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY'S 

INTENTIONS  TO  SEND  HOODLUMS  TO 
CUBA  TO  ASSASSINATE  CASTRO 


* 


hired  by  that  Agency  to  approach  Sam  Giancana  to  have  Castro 
assassinated  at  a cost  of  $150,000.  .Kennedy  gtatgii  ,hft  had  issued 
orders  that  CIA  should  never  undertake  such  steps^agaia-wxthout 
flrst~ checking  with  Department  of  Justice  and  stated  because  of  this 
matter  it  would  be  difficult  to  prosecute  Giancana  or  Maheu  then 
or  in  the  future. 


We  learned  on  6/20/63  from  CIA  that  its  contacts  with 
John  Roselli  (Maheu »s  link  with  Giancana)  had  continued  up  until 
that  time,  when  they  were  reportedly  put  off. 

It  appears  Roselli  is  using  his  prior  connections  with 
I CIA  to  his  best  advantage-.  * In  May,  1966,  when  Bureau  Agents 
endeavored  to  interview  him  he  immediately  flew  to  Washington  and 
informed  his  former  CIA  intermediary.  The  current  Director  of 
Security,  CIA,  has  advised  through  liaison  channels  that  Roselli 
has  CIA  in  an  unusually  vulnerable  position  and  Roselli  would  have 
no  qualms  about  embarrassing  CIA  to  serve  his  own  interests.  -Jn. 
furnishing  this  information  we  were  asked  that  .it.  be..held...W*>bin 
tiiis  Bureau  on  a strictly  need-to-know.-hasis . We  have,  howg^gx, 
included  it  in  the  attached  proposed  letter  to  the  Attorney  General 
noting  this  CIA  specific  restriction. 

We  have  two  other  references  in  our  files  to  the  over-all 
above  information  which  we  have  included  in  the  letter.  One 
relates  to  a statement  by  Giancana  in  October,  1960,  that  he  had 
met  with  an  individual  who  was  to  assassinate  Castro  *n 
1960.  The  other  is  an  article  in  the  8/16/63  issue  of  the  Chicago 
Sun  Times’*  reporting  that  CIA  agents  had  contacted  Giancana  to 
obtain  Cuban  intelligence. 


ACTION: 


If  approved,  attached  letter  will  be  sent  to  the  Attorney 
General,  with  a copy  for  the  Deputy  Attorney  General.  U ^ 
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/ N ^ V 

Memorandum  concerns  Jack£Anderson*s  column  in  1/18/71 
"Washington  Post,"  which  indicates  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
(CIA)  made  six  attempts  to  assassinate  Premier  Fidel  Castro,  ijf 

Anderson  claims  CIA's  first  attempt  began  as  part  of 
Bay  of  Pigs  operation  (1961);  after  it  failed  sent  five  more 
assassination  teams  to  Cuba;  and  among  those  privy  to  CIA  conspirac 
is  suspicion,  unsupported  by  Warren  Commission's  findings,  that 
Castro  became  aware  of  assassination  plot  and  somehow  recruited 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald  to  retaliate  against  President  Kennedy.  With 
regard  to  first  attempt,  Anderson  stated  CIA  enlisted  Robert  Maheu, 
former  FBI  Agent,,  who  recruited  gambler  John  Roselli  to  arrange 
assassination.  v\ 


\ 


CIA's  involvement  in  Castro  assassination  plan  firs 
came  to  our  attention  in  1961.  At  that  time,  we  conducted 
investigation  of  violation  of  Unauthorized  Publication  or  use  of 
Communications  Statute  by  Arthur  James  Balletti,  arrested  in 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  by  local  authorities  on  wire  tapping  charge.  ,* 
Our  investigation  determined  this  involved  Maheu  who  stated  ' 

coverage  was  instituted  in  behalf  of  CIA’s  efforts  to  obtain  Cubarr 
intelligence  data  through  hoodlum  element,  including  Sam  Giancana. 
Maheu  was  in  contact  with  Giancana  through  services  of  John  Roselli 
another  hoodlum 


SEC- 65 

d it  was  utilizing<M<tK&er'as^ 


On  5/3/61,  CIA  advised  it  was  utilizingtMdK^tP'as'^ilter- 
mediary  with  Giancana  relative  to  CIA's  "dirty  business"  anti- 
Castro  activities.  On  5/22/61,  we  furnished  facts  W5  -4hen  ■ — 
Attorney  General  Kennedy.  On  5/9/62,  Kennedy  stated  he  had  issued 
orders  that  CIA  should  never  undertake  such  steps  again  without 
first  checking  with  Department  of  Justice.  On  3/6/67,  all  infor- 
mation in  our  files  concerning  this  matter  wasfurnishe< 
l j Attorney  General  and  Deputy  Attorney  General^-^ 
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Memorandum  V.  R.  Wannall  to  Mr.  C.  D.  Brennan 
Re:  Central  Intelligence  Agency* s Involvement  in 

Attempts  to  Assassinate  Castro 


In  February,  1967,  Secret  Service  advised  columnist 
Dr ew  Pearson  contacted  former  Chief  Justice  Warren  concernii 
information  ig^possession  of  Attorney  Edward  P.  Morgan,' 

Bureau  Inspector.  Morgan  alleged  former  “Attorney  Genel 
Kennedy  organized  group  to  kill  Castro.  Subsequently,  after  • 
Castro  learned  of  plot,  he  decided  to  utilize  same  procedure  tc 

kill  President  Kennedy  and  hired  Oswald  to  do  th^  job  • — On 

3/17/67,  White  House  requested  Bureau  interview  Morgan  con- 
cerning assassination  of  President  Kennedy. 


v\ 


n was  interviewed  on  3/20/67.  Due  to  attorney’^ 
client  relationship,  V'MorgSfTwould  not  identify  persons  who 
furnished  information  concerning  assassination.  Morgan  allegec 
his  clients  were  used  by  a Government  Agency  (obviously  CIA) 
to  plot  assassination  of  Castro  and  that  Castro  learned  of  plol 
and  thereafter  dispatched  teams  of  assassins  to  U.  S.  to 
assassinate  President  Kennedy.  He  stated  that  the  information 
attributed  to  Drew  Pearson  probably  arose  as  a result  of 
comments  Morgan  made  suggesting  that  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  "was 
not  the  only  person  involved"  in  the  assassination  of  President 
Kennedy.  Morgan' furnished  no  information  to  the  effect  Castro 
hired  Oswald"To~ assassinate  Kennedy  and  we  developed  no  such 
information  during  our  extensive  investigation  of  the  Kennedy 
assassination.  Results  of  our  interview  with' Morgan  together 
with  the  information  we  previously  had  concerning  CIA's 
involvement  in  plot  to  assassinate  Castro,  was  furnished 
White  House,  Attorney  General,  and  Secret  Service  on  3/22/67. 

We  have  no  information  concerning  the  other  five  CIA 
alleged  assassination  plots  against  Castro. 


ACTION: 


For  information. 
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6J  Attempts  to  Kill  Castro 


to 


complete  with  secret  tryfb  ' ' 
^Uttering  Miami  Beach , hotel,  £ 

and  mldnlf  ht  poyaboyl^ 
dashes  to  secret  landing  spotfM 
on  the  Cobuvcoiit  bike,Ss;4 
selli’s  boat  vu  Shot  not  toojrn  j; 
under  him.'  •' -• ' -. . •=  ft 
For  the  first  try,  the  CUt^tC7- 
furnished  Boselll  vtth  apedll . :j 
poison  capsules  to  slip  Into 
Castro’s  food,  the  poison  was  3 n 
supposed  to  take  three  days  to 
act  By  the  time  Castro  died,  !>' 
Ms  system  would  throw  oft  Ml  f 
traces  of  the  'poison,  'to 
would  appear  to  be  the  victim . ..  : v 
of  -o  natural  ff  mysterious  all-  ^ ^ 

it  • •- •' \~l-u.  y*rMr&s-j  »l 

oaeUi  "arranged  . with  a V. 
Cuban,  related  to  one  of  Cto-^* 
tro*s  chefs,  to  plant  the  deadly  ^ 
pellets  in  the  dictator’s  food, 

On  Mardi  U,  1961,  Rooelll  de-  ,f 
llvered  the  capsules  to  his  coa-yy 
tact  at  Miami  Beach’s  glamor- 
ous  Fontainebleau  Hotel 
A couple  of  weeks  later,  Just  .£• 
about  the  right  time  tor  the  , i 
plot  to  have  been  carried  out  ' "J  " 
a report  out  of  Havana  said 
Castro  was  tiL  But  he  re- 
covered before  the  Bay  of  ?J£s->£ 
in  vasfam  on  April  17, 1ML  Sp 

Four  more  attempts  were  ^ 
made  On  Csstroh  ltfe,  - w 
Wisw.mm«ecte»awiM«»iame  - 


:S  :•■ 


By  Jack  Anderson 

Locked  in  the  darkest  re- 
cesses at  the  Central  Intelli- 
gence Agency  is  the  story  of 
six  - assassination  attempts 
[against  Cuba’s  Fidel  Castro.  , 
For  10  years,  only  a few  key 
people  have  known  the  terri- 
ble secret  They  have  sworn 
iever  to  -talki  V«t  we  have] 
.anted  - the  -details  from 
urces  whose  credentials  are 
„ _ jyond  question. 

B We  spoke  to  John  McCone, 
|*rho  headed  the  CIA  at  the 
ym>  of  the  assassination  at- 
tempts. He  acknowledged  the 
idea  had  been  discussed  inside 
kbe  CIA  but  insisted  it  had 
been  '“rejected  lmmedi 
lately."  He  Vigorously  denied 
Chat 'the  CIA  bad  ever  partici- 
pated In  siny  plot  on  Castro’s 
life.  Asked  whether  the  at:| 
tempts  could  have  been  made 
with  his  knowledge,  hie  re- 
plied: “It  could  not  have  hap- 
pened." 

; We-  have  complete  , confi- 
dence, however,  in  our 
sources.: 

L The  plot  to  knock  off  Castro 
Pegan  as  part  of  the  Bay  of 
Pigs  operation.  The  intent  was 
$o  eliminate  toe  Cuban  dicta- 


tor  before  the  motley  invad- 


late  against  President  bn- 


era  landed  on  the  island.  Their 
arrival  was  expected  to  touch 
off  a general  uprising,  which 
the  Communist  militia  would 
have  had  more  trouble  putting 
down  without  the  charismatic 
Castro  to  lead  them. 

After  - ‘the  first  attempt 
failed,  five  more  assassination 
teams  were  sent  to.  Cuba.  The 
last  team  reportedly  made  it 
to  a rooftop  within  shooting 
distance  of  Castro  before  they 
were  apprehended.  This  hap- 
pened around  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary or  first  of  March,  1963. 

Nine  months  later,  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  was  gunned 
down  in  Dallas  by  Lee  Harvey 
Oswald,  a- fanatic  who  /pre- 
viously had  agitated  for  Cas- 
tro in  New  Orleans  and  had 
made  a mysterious  trip  to  the 
Cuban  Embassy  in  Mexico 
City. 

Among  those  privy  to  , the 
CIA  conspiracy,  there  is  still  a 
nagging  suspicion— unsup- 
ported by  the  Warren,  Com 
mission’s  findings^that  Cas- 
tro became  aware  of  the  U.S. 
plot  upon  his  life  and  some- 
how recruited  Oswald  to  retal- 


nedy. 

To  set  up  the  Castro  assassi- 
nation, the  CIA  enlisted  Rob- 
ert Maheu,  a former  FBI 
agent  with  shadowy  contacts, 
who  had  handled  other  under- 
cover assignments  for  the  CIA 
out  of  his  Washington  public 
relations  office.  He  later 
moved  to  Las  Vegas  to  head 
up  billionaire  Howard  Hughes* 
Nevada  operations. 

Maheu  recruited  John  Bo- 
aelU,  a ruggedly  handsome 
gambler  with  contacts  in  both 
the  American  and  Cuban  un- 
derworlds, to  arrange  the  as- 
sassination. The  dapper,  hawk- 
faced Roselli,  formerly  "mar- 
ried to  movie  actress  June 
Lang,  was  a power  in  the 
movie  industry  until  his  con- 
viction with  racketeer  Willie 
Bioff  in  a mlllion-dollar  Holly- 
wood labor  shakedown.  The 
CIA  assigned  two  of  its  most 
trusted  operatives,  William 
Harvey  and  James  (Big  Jim) 
O'Connell,  to  the  hush-hush 
murder  mission.  Using  phony 
names,  they  accompanied  Ro- 
selli on  trips  to  Miami  to  line 
up  the  assassination  teams. 

The  full  story  reads  like  the 
script  of  a James  Bond  movie. 
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6 Attempts  to  Kill  Castro  Laid  to  CtA 

n k Anderton 


£ Locked  to  the  darkest  re- 
cffw  of  the  Central  Intelli- 
gence Agency  is  the  story  at 
ftr  assassination  attempts 
Cuba’s  Fidel  Castro. 

* For  10  years,  only  a few  key 
jpeople  have  known  the  terri- 
ble secret.  They  have  sworn 
(never  to  talk.  Yet  we  have 
1 [learned  the  details  from' 
laourees  whose  credentials  are 

hs*,srr».  M^co-. 

i^fho  headed  the  CIA  at  the 
time  of  the  assassination  ■> 
itempts.  He  acknowledged  toe 
tides  had  been  discussed  inride 
Ltbe  CIA  but  insisted  it  had 
*heen  “rejected  immedi- 
ately.” He. vigorously  denied 
that  the  CIA  had  everpartod- 
lasted  to  any  plot  on  Cariros 
we.  Asked  whether  the  at- 
tempts  could  have  been  made 
with  hip  knowledge,  he  re- 
plied: “It  could  not  have  hap- 

have  complete  confi- 
dence, however,  to  our 

f^Thoptotto  knock  off  Castro 
I - r«Ti  as  part  of  the  Bay  of 
fto  (mention.  The  intent  was 
Hi  eliminate  toe  Cuban  dicta- 


tor before  the  motley  tayad- 
OfluSef  on  the  fMttTThcir 
arrival  wai  expected  to  touch 
^ff  a general  uprising,  which 
the  Communist  militia  would 
Jiave  had  more  trouble  putting 
down  without  the  charismatic 
Castro  to  lead  them. 

| After  the  first  attempt 
failed*  five  more  assassination 
teams  were  aent  to  Cuba.  The  j 
last  reportedly  made  it 
to  a rooftop  within  shooting 
distance  of  Castro  before  they 
were  apprehended.  This  hap- 
pened around  the  last  of  Feb- ; 
nary  or  first  of  March*  1063.  j 
Kin*  months  later*  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  was  gunned: 

down  in  Dallas  by  Lee  Harvey 

| Oswald*  a fanatic  who  pre- 
viously had  agitated  for  Cas- 
tro to  New  Orleans  *nd  had 
Blade  a mysterious  trip  to  the 
Cuban  Embassy  to  Mexico 
City 

- Among  thou  privy  to  the 
dA  conspiracy,  there  is  rilll a 
th  a g g 1 n g suspicion— unsup- 
ported by  the  Warren  Com* 
talon's  findings— that  Cas- 
teo  became  aware  of  the  VS. 
(Slot  mriTi  frig  life  and  tome* 
Byw  recruited  Oswald  joretal- 
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late  against  Pregfld^nl  Ken- 

«dyT^" 

!■ : To  set  up  the  Castro  assassi- 
nation, the  CIA  enlisted  Rob* 
Ct  Maheu,  a former  FBI 
agent  with  shadowy  contacts, 
[who  had  handled  other  under- 
cover assignments  for  the  CIA 
out  of  his  Washington  public 
relations  office.  He  later 
moved  to  Las  Vegas  to  head 
•up  billionaire  Howard  Hughes’ 
[Nevada  operations. 

Maheu  recruited  John  Ro* 
selli,  a ruggedly  handsome 
gambler  with  contacts  In  both 
the  American  and  Cuban  un- 
derworlds, to  arrange  the  as- 
sassination. The  dapper,  hawk- 
faced Roselli,  formerly  mar- 
ked to  movie  actress  June , 
'Lang,  was  a power  in  the 
movie  industry  until  his  con- 
viction with  racketeer  Willie 
Bioff  in  a miUion-dollar  Holly- 
wood labor  shakedown.  The 
CIA  assigned  two  of  its  most! 
trusted  operatives,  William 
Harvey  and  James  (Big  Jim) 
O’Connell,  to  the  hush-hush 
murder  mission.  Using  phony 
names,  they  accompanied  Ro- 
aelli  on  trips  to  Miami  to  line 
up  the  assassination  teams. 
Prhe  full  story  reads  like  the 
script  of  a James  Bond  movie, 


Complete  with  aeyet  taysts  at 
miftSiatTRiami  SeacfTSotels 
and  midnight  poweiboat 
‘dashes  to  secret  landing  spots 
on  the  Cuban  coast  Once,  Ro- 
ielli’s  boat  was  shot  out  from 
under  him. 

For  the  first  try,  the  CIA 
furnished  Roselli  with  special 
poison  capsules  to  slip  into 
Castro's  food.  The  poison  was 
supposed  to  take  three  days  to 
act  By  the  time  Castro  died, 
Ids  system  would  throw  off  all 
traces  of  the  poison,  so  he 
would  appear  to  be  the  victim 
of  a natural  if  mysterious  ail- 
ment 

Roselli  arranged  with  a 
Cuban,  related  to  one  of  Cas- 
tro’s chefs,  to  plant  the  deadly 
pellets  In  the  dictator’s  food. 
On  March  13. 1961,  Roselli  de- 
livered the  capsules  to  his  con- 
tact at  Miami  Beach’s  glamor- 
ous Fontainebleau  Hotel. 

A couple  of  weeks  later.  Just 
about  the  right  time  for  the 
plot  to  have  been  carried  out, 
a report  out  of  Havana  said 
Castro  was  ill.  But  he  re- 
covered before  the  Bay  of  Figs 
invasion  on  April  17, 196L 

Four  more  attempts  were 
| made  on  Castro’s  life, 

,r ...  . 
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• '.By  Jack  Anderson  \ 
The  plot  to  kill  Cuban  dict- 
ator Rdel  Castro,  hidden  for 
10  years  from  the  public,  raises 
iome  ugly  questions  that  high 
Officials  would  rather  keep 
buried  deep  inside  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency.  ' ’ - . 

/ L Has  the  CIA  tried  to  as- 
frassinate  any  other  leaders? 
£ohn  McCone,  who  headed  the 
(CIA  during  the  six  attempts 
to  knock  off  Castro,  denied 
Emphatically  that  the  CIA  has 
tried  to  kill  anyone.  But  ex- 
(Ben.  George  Smatbers,  one  of 
John  F.  Kennedy's  closest 
friends,  told  us  the  late  Presi- 
dent suspected  that  the  CIA 
bad  arranged  the  shootings  of 
the  Dominican  Republic’s  Re- 
bel Trujillo  in  1961  and  South 
Vietnam’s  Ngo  Dinh  Diem  in 
$963.  * 

EV1.  Did  President  Kennedy 
{personally  sanction  the  plot 
against  Castro?  The  prepara- 
rations  to  assassinate  the  Cu- 
ban dictator  began  during  the 

Ehs  of  the  Eisenhower 
ation  as  part  of  the 
>igs  scheme.  All  six 
however,  were  made 
16143  when  Mr.  Ken- 
icupled  the  White 
imathers  told  us  he 
ire  to  the  late  Presi- 
ut  assassinating  Cas- 
Kennedy  merely; 
ck  his  eyes,  recalled 
i,  as  if  to  indicate  the 
too  wild  to  discuss, 
ntly,  Mr.  Kennedy 
thers  of  his  sdsptelbn 
CIA  may  have  beeni 


behind  the  Trujillo  an4~ Diem 
asftB^rfttldns.  .. . 

\:Z.  Did  the  late  Robert  Ken- 
nedy know  about  the  assassina- 
tion attempts?  After  the  Bay 
of  Pigs  fiasco,  President  Ken- 
nedy swore ~ to  friends'  he 
would  like  "to  splinter  the  CIA 
in  a thousand  pieces  and  scat- 
ter it  to  the  winds.*9  He  put 
his  brother,  Robert,  in  charge 
of  the  CIA  with  instructions 
to  shake  it  up.  The  CIA  made 
five  attempts  on  Castro’s  life 
after  the  Bay  of  Pigs  while 
Robert  Kennedy  was  riding 
herd  on  the  agency.  _ i 

ie  4.  Could  the  plot  against 
! Castro  have  backfired  against 
^President  Kennedy?  The  late 
president  was  murdered  nine 
months  after  the  last  assassi- 
nation team  was  caught  on  a 
Havana  rooftop  with  high- 
powered  rifles.  Presumably, 
they  were  subjected  to  fiend- 
ish tortures  until  they  told  all 
they  knew.  None  of  the  assas- 
sination teams,  however,,  had 
direct  knowledge  of  the  CIA 
Involvement  The  CIA  ‘insti- 
gators had  represented  tbem- 
felves  as  oilmen  seeking  re- 
venge against  Castro  for  his 
geizure  of  oil  holdings. 

f PLOT  BACKFIRE? 
^Former  associates  recall 
Bat'/  Robert  Kennedy/  deep- 
er despondent,  went  into  semi- 
Reclusion  after  his  brother's 
assassination.  Could  he  have 
been  tormented  by  more  than 
-inaturaT  grief?  He  certainly 
teamed,  that  the  assassin,  Lee 
Garvey  Oswald,  had  been  ac- 
tive in  the  pro-Castro  move- 
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Sen.  Ted  Kennedy  “(LMfiass), 
mU  give  ni  no  insight  Hi* 
brothers  bad  never  spoken  to 
him  about  any  assassination 
attempt*  against  Castro,  he; 
saKL  He  was  aware,  he  volun-j 
teered,  only  that  Sen.  -8  math-1 
era  bad  talked  to  the  late 
President  about  eliminating 
Castro.  • . 

Sms  thers  told  us  that  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  seemed  ‘horri- 
fied” at  the  Idea  of  political 
assassinations.  -I  remember 
him- saying”  recalled  Smith- 
era,  -that  the  CIA  frequently 
did  things  he  didn’t  know! 
about,  and  he  was  unhappy; 
'about  it  He  complained  that: 
the  CIA  was  almost  autono-j 
moos.  • • - -- -I 
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^Hg  joW  me  lie  believed  the 
: vlA  naa - arranged  -tiT  Hkve 
Diem  end  TruJOlo  bumped  off. 
He  was  pretty  well  shocked  j 
about  that  He  thought  it  was 
a stupid  thing  to-  do,  and  he 
wanted  to  get  control  of  what 
■ the  CIA  was  doing.”  • 

But  McCone,  disagreeing 
vigorously,  told  us  that . “no . 
plot  was  authorized  or  imple- 
mented? to  assassinate  Castro, 
Trujillo,  Diem  or  anyone  else. 
i ^Dmlng  those  days  of  ten- 

t.  : ' - .fnOnt' .. 

n,  there  was.  a wide,  spec- 


trum of  plans  ranging  from 
e x t r e.  me-- to  'another,” 
McCone  admitted.  “Ithenever 
this  subject  (assassinating  Cas- 
tro) was.  brought  up— and  it 
it  was  rejected  imme- 
tely  on  two  grounds.  First, 
it  would  not  be  condoned  by 
body..  Second,  it  wouldn't 
ve  achieved  anything.” 
There  was  also  talk  in  high 
ces,  McCone  acknowledged, 
of  supporting  :a  coup  to  oust 
[Diem.  The  former  CIA  dl- 
ycector  said  he  had.  argued 
^against  this  at  a secret  session 
with  both  Kenney  brothers. 
(He  had  contended. that  there 
[was  no  one  strong  enough  to 
[lake  Diem's  place  and  that  a 
[coup,  therefore,  would  bring 
{political  upheaval” ’. 

L I told  the  President  and 
[Bobby  together,”  recalled  Me- 
bpone,  “that  if  I were  running 
[a  baseball  team  and  had  only 
fsne  pitcher,  i wouldn’t  take 
[him  out  of  the  game.”  ~ 
jtj  The  November,  IMS,  , coup 
.^aught  the  United  States  com- 
pletely by  surprise,  be' said. 
^While  the  plotters  were  mov- 
ing on  the  palace, ' be  said, 
[then- Ambassador  Henry  Cabot 

B (Lodge " wgs  ' voting  Diem. 

tes  Sharp,  then  our 
nmander.-had  also 
ent,  but  had  left 
i to  the  airport 
• said  President 
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s caught  In  nearby 
1 ?shot  in  a-statton 
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coniidendal  nood-to-3:uo\vM  basis,  In  viera  of  +h-5^  4„ 

requested  that  it  bo  handled  on  a noot  restrictive  bccia.^juj 

of  1SS1  inTconaection  witf c^i.-^-®?1'  ?ttsnt*°"  *»  the  Sprins 
of  the  UaMthori^d  ^blication  or  ^iC^  rE  °£  ? viol“tion 

ss&rsszsnr 

and  SiSStfJBBfclS  *^«3^taroinS^i 

ofJBan  lioTOn/a  noaberof't^  owedv  f^1*®,***  ®”  tho  telephone  ^ 

Rowan  at  the  tine  roSortadlv  «.^  ^y  te“  of  Rowan  and  •;srtln_. 

the  vell-knora  *°  '?»»«*  Coa3!ri“9 

inoeu  to  be  a girl  friend  »f  ^ trio  “ho  **«  also 

J *’irA  lri<3ilJ  of  Saa  Giancana,  a top  hoodlum.^ 

fps  ascertained0 that  Polr*rt  A*  M-heS*1®6***  i"vestl^ati°n  it 
oknvolvod.  liaheu  durin*  intGrw-i«-^?\a  5r.lv£lte  d°tectiye,  x?as 
. jof  R&wan  in  behalf  of  CI*'s  effortS1?iC:Ju4.h®  °fdfrfd  corerage 

stated  also  that  ho  authorized  the  wi Maheu 

' tad  “ed  r |v 

in^”oy  ?°n^al  nobert  p-  Eennedy  log,  ^ 
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Tlio  Attorney  General 


to  us  for  filing  purposes,  a copy  of  tho  Kay  22.  19G1  memo- 
randum is  attached  hereto  for  your  information.  jzfa-J 

. . . ^oa  will  note  that  Colonel  Edwards  advised  ho  oersonallv 

contacted  Kobort  Kahou  during  tho  Fall  of  1DG0  fer  the  wurno^c ^ 

of  using  Kahou  as  a "cutout1'  in  contacts  with  Sam  Giene*na*in 

Vilh  CIK*  efforts  sr-niarf  Cast™? 

Colonel  Howards  stated  that  Giancana's  activities  were  coairletolv 
"backstopped-  by  Kaheu,  who  would  frequently  report  ed Ws 

bv  ^hs„nnr  i^OTnati°“  t°  Edvards,  lio  detKils  or  noihofe  Ssed 
£ Giancana  ia  *c««.pUchiR5  their  oi«3l«as  vero 
1 ©ported  to  him,  according  to  Edwards,  as  such  involved  "dirtv 
£n^i1,5SS’  °f  vhlcl1  Colonel  Edwards  could  not  afford  to  have 
♦ ni  accordingly , he  said  he  had  no  prior  knowledge  of 

the  above-noation3d  wire  tapping  by  Balletti. 

4.,  - - . Further  with  respect  to  this  matter,  I was  informed  of 

GeL^al  — if-  ,?ichlV  confidential  basic  by  former  Attorney 
General  u.o.iiiuuy  during  a coniorenoo  in  my  office  on  Kay  9,  1SG2: 

Ho  inoicatod  that  a few  days  prior  thereto  he  hnd 

toGJ,v5V'ShdQby  JfA  that  lloh?rt  A.  Kahou  had  teen  hired  by  CIA 
t ui'£’f°nCh  waa  C3ta!:cana  with  a proposition  of  paying  £150,000 
kirJ 3 to  P°  ir‘to  Cuba  aud  kill  Castro.  lie  further 

4,  £&2»itvod  having  assisted  Kahou  in  making  tho  ,,bup■"ir«,, 

thin‘*iiJ,Ul'0n+4a  Lz,J  Va"aa  (voforre d tc  above)  which  uncovered 

»5irt-f.S1?UCiSSt;il10  °P8ration  £o~  this  reason  CIA  could  not 
afford  to  have  any  action  taken  against  Giancana  cr  Katieu 

potion  i?dhi?±SiM  CIA  »ot  cleared*  its 

ia  fa*rin-  ilaheu  and  Giancana  with  the  Department  of  > 

£tr£iC2-?f  ?S^d  ?rd®rs  that  CIA  should  raver  again  take  such 
GtGp*,  without  first  checkin  with  the  Department  of  Justice. 

4*  Ur‘  Kennedy  further  adviced  that  because  of  this 

natter  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  initiate  any  prosecution  as-irr 
iri^+C^noX  Giancana  could  immediately  bring  out  the  fact  tho 
United  wuates  Government  had  approached  hin  to  arrange  for  th*» 
assassination  of  Castro.  Ho  stated  the  cane  was  true  concerning 

nny  action  we  Bight  take  against  Lkiheu  for  any  violation  in  wh*ub 
he  might  become  involved.  *«wxua  in  viuua 

^ f“no  20 • 1323 » Mr'  William  Harvey,  an  official  of 
CIA,  advised  that  he  had  hold  a meeting  with  John  Eosolli 
(referred  to  above  as  Uaheu's  link  with  Giancana)  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  out  the  entire  natter  with  which  EoDolli  had  been 
involved.  In  this  connection,  Harvey  stated  that  CIA  had 
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established  contact  with  Roselli  in  "early  1961"  with  respect  to 
a sonoitive  operation  against  Castro.  Harvoy  said  that  for  all- - 
intents  and  purposes  the  operation  was  discontinued  and  canceled 
after  .the  ill-fated  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  in  April,  1961,  but 
Roselli  had  not  been  completely  cut  off,  as  ho  periodically 
indicated  he  was  in  a position  to  be  of  assistance.  ^ 

It  appears  Roselli  has  since  that  time,  nevertheless, 
used  his  prior  connections  with  CIA  to  his  best  advantage.  For  - 
example,  in  Kay,  1935,  when  contacted  by  Agents  of  this  Bureau 
in  connection  with  our  current  investigation  of  his  activities 
he  refused  to  talk  and  immediately  flew  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  consulted  with  Colonel  Sheffield  Edwards,  who  is  now  retired 
from  CIA.  Colonel  Edwards  in  turn  advised  CIA,  which  told  us. 

Kr.  Howard  J.  Csborn,  the  present  Director  of  Security,  CIA, 
freely  has  admitted  to  us  that  Roselli  has  CIA  in  an  unusually 
vulnerable  position  and  that  ho  would  hare  no  qualms  about 
embarrassing  CIA  if  it  served  his  own  interests.  In  furnishing 
iiiiu  iuioxTjaiion,  ur.  Osborn  asked  xnai  at  no  Jieia  wixnin  xnis 
Bureau  on  a strictly  recd-to-know  btiaicA^fio) 

In  light  of  the  above  information  furnished  us  by  CIA 
and  former  Attorney  General  Kennedy,  it  appears  that  data  which 
caice  to  our  attention  in  October,  1960,  possibly  pertains  to  the 
captioned  matter.  At  that  time  a source  close  to  Giancana 
advised  that  during  a conversation  with  several  friends  Giancana 
stated  that  Fidel  Castro  was  "to  be  done  away  with  very  shortly." 
Giancana  reportedly  assured  those  present  that  Castro's 
assassination  would  occur  in  November,  1930,  and  that  he  had 
already  mot  with  the  assassin-to-be  on  three  occasions,  the  last 
meeting  having  taken  place  on  a boat  docked  at  the  Fontainebleau 
Hotel,  Hiami  Beach,  Florida.  Reportedly,  Giancana  claimed  that 
everything  had  been  perfected  for  the  killing  and  the  "assassin" 
had  arranged  with  a girl,  not  further  described,  to  drop  a "pill" 
in  Castro's  drink  or  food. 

Also  of  possible  interest  is  a news  article  carried  in 
the  August  16,  1963,  issue  of  the  "Chicago  Sun  Times. **  This 
article  carried  the  headline,  "CIA  Sought  Giancana's  Help  For 
Cuba  Spying,"  and  it  was  reported  therein  that  CIA  agents  had 
contacted  Giancana  in  an  effort  to  obtain  Cuban  intelligence 
after  Castro  came  into  power. 
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See  cover  memorandum  Wannall  to  Sullivan,  same  caption, 
1967,  GCMjams.  . _ ^ '.r: 


Classified  "Top  Secret”  inasmuch  as  information  contained 
herein  is  so  classified  by  CIA.  ^ / 


Colo  no!  Edwards  related  that  Knhcu  did  cone  te»  him 
concerning  tho  arrest  in  Las  Vegas  of  Dalletti  for  "w ire  tapping. 
Maheu  cautioned  Edwards  that  tho  Dalletti  arrest  could  cause  CIA 
some  cnbarrassirent  since  Ealletti  was  in  Las  Vegas  attempting  to 
obtain  coverage  on  some  "Kollyvooi  people"  in  connection  with 
Giancana* s efforts  for  CIA.  Edwards  said  that  ho  did  not  know 
the  facts  of  tho  Ballotti  case  and  ?iaheu  claiai3  "Lallctti  wont 
too  far"  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  in  format  ion.  Edvards  added 
that  ho  t;rs  unaware  of  any  reason  for  this  activity  of  Ilohou 
or  Giancana  in  Las  Vegas  and  that  Giancana's  activity  in 
furtherance  of  the  anti— Castro  activity  was  left  completely  in 
Kaheu'e  hands. 


Eaheu  in  this  connection.  Ho  added  t.»at  ilr.  Eissoll,  during 
his.  recent  briefings  of  General  'fey lor  and  tha  Attorney  General 


XU  cu«fi«m.AUU  vrx«*u  . _ - „ , 

Cuban  situation,  told  tho  Attorney  General  that  some  ox  CXu  s 
associated  plannirig  included  the  use  of  Giancana  aucl  the 
underworld  osainst  Castro. 
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